
www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org
October 2013

South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited Page 1

The Central South Dakota Chapter of
Walleyes Unlimited and the Izaak Walton
League of America, organizers of the
Missouri River/Lake Sharpe Clean up,
sincerely thanks you for your recent help.
As a result of your very generous
contribution, this year’s annual clean up was
once again a huge success.

Over 40 volunteers, the highest number
in the history of the event, turned out
Wednesday, July 10th at Downs Marina in
Pierre. The hard working volunteers picked
up over 2 tons (4060 pounds) of trash,
lumber, scrap metal and tires. This year’s
clean up focused on areas from above the
railroad bridge to Farm Island. The annual
clean up makes the Missouri River cleaner
and healthier for people and for fish and
wildlife.

The Missouri River/Lake Sharpe Clean
up began in 2009. Four clean ups have
resulted in the removal of over 10 tons of
trash and debris from upper Lake Sharpe.

2009 2.5 tons
2010 3.5 tons
2011 (Cancelled - due to flooding)
2012 2.5 tons
2013 2 tons
Total 10.5 tons

The following donated time, equipment,
products, and/or their knowledge of the
river for this year’s clean up: the South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the City
of Pierre, the Central South Dakota Chapter
of Walleyes Unlimited, the Izaak Walton
League of America, Brosz Engineering,
KCCR, KGFX, the Capital Journal, Oahe TV,
the Pierre Area Chamber of Commerce,
Tour Ice, Eagle Sales, and TMA.

Specifically we want to thank the South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department
for the great help provided this year with
two boats and four staff members, Bob

Hanten, Kyle Potter, Lance Johnson, and
Justin Tostenson. They worked
tremendously hard during the clean up.
Without your help and important
contributions we could not successfully
complete this event. We deeply appreciate
and greatly value our partnership with you.
Planning is underway for next year’s
Missouri River/Lake Sharpe Clean up
scheduled for Wednesday, July 9th, 2014.
We want to clean up additional areas along
the river and hope that you will partner with
us again next year.

Thank you very much.

Paul Lepisto Bret Afdahl
Izaak Walton SD Walleyes
League of America Unlimited
224-1770 or 222-2972
220-1219 bafdahl@hotmail.com
plepisto@iwla.org
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Bret Afdahl, President

4th Lake Sharpe Clean Up Successful!
On July 10 our Chapter worked with the

Izaak Walton League of America to put on
our fourth Lake Sharpe Clean Up in five
years. In less than three hours of work, two

(2) tons of debris and trash were collected
by 40 volunteers using eight boats and
walking the shoreline. Thanks to all that
came out including SD GF&P, US Army
Corps of Engineers, US Forest Service,
Izaak Walton League, SDWU, Brosz
Engineering and members of the public.

Also a special thanks to KCCR & KGFX
Radio and the Capital Journal in Pierre for
their coverage of this event. The City of
Pierre provided three large dumpsters and
John at TMA disposed of the tires we
collected, both for no charge.

Central South Dakota Chapter President’s News

DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff
Ave. & 60th St. N.

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum
Welding on Your Boat,
Dock or Lift
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Annual Statewide SDWU Meeting
It will soon be time to gather for our

annual statewide SDWU meeting. This
year’s meeting will be held at the Holiday
Inn Express in Ft. Pierre on January 18,
2014. A block of sleeping rooms has been
secured at a rate of $89.00 per night.
Please contact the Holiday Inn Express at
800-586-9061 or 605-223-9045 to reserve a
room by December 30, 2013. Below is a
preliminary agenda and guest speakers
who have agreed to present to our group:

• 8:30-11:00 AM CT – SDWU Board
Meeting

• 11:00-12:00 – Lunch
• 12:00-3:00 PM – GF&P Presentation

o Mark Fincel & Geno Adams will
give us an update on the condition of
Lake Sharpe and Lake Oahe. They will
also provide some background on the
various surveys conducted on Lake
Oahe, why they conduct them and what
the surveys tell us.
o Emmett Keyser will give a status

update on the open waters bill that the
Department is working on with a group
of landowners in Northeast South
Dakota. This issue ties back to HB 1135
which was introduced during the 2013
legislative session and, if passed, would
have closed thousands of acres of water
across South Dakota to public access.
The legislature killed the bill on the
agreement that the parties would bring
a compromise bill back for
consideration in the 2014 session.

We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."

GF&P Fisheries Preview Lake Oahe Conditions
As It Recovers From the 2011 Flooding

SDWU was invited to a meeting with
GF&P Fisheries Staff in late August to get a
preview of the conditions on Lake Oahe as
the GF&P continue to gather and analyze
information. Catch rates and fishing
pressure were extremely high in June but
dropped off quickly. A possible reason for
the drop off in catch rates was that we had
the 6th highest total prey fish abundance
since 1982. There is no final word on the
condition of smelt but there were many
other species that provided forage
opportunities in 2013. The condition of
walleyes under 20 inches increased while
their abundance dropped somewhat but
still remain elevated. The condition of fish
over 20 inches could not be judged due to a
lack of fish in this size range to sample. In a
nutshell, there will be a lot of fish just over 15
inches to catch next year but not many over
20 inches. The good news is that there are

2 large year classes of fish from 2009 and
2011 with possibly a 3rd from 2013 if they
can survive their first winter. If either the
smelt have a good spawn in 2014 or the
other preyfish repeat their success of this
year, Lake Oahe will be on the road to
recovery after the devastating flood of 2011.

SUMMARY
• Angling Pressure

– 3rd highest June angling pressure on
record

– Pressure dropped quickly in July and
August

• Catch Rates
– Very high in June
– Dropped in July and August

• Harvest
– Highest single month harvest (June)

with over 418,000 walleye harvested
– BUT, harvest dropped significantly in

July then August
• August on track for 6th lowest
harvest since 1991

– 45% of walleye caught are harvested
(avg. 59%)

• Prey-fish Abundance
– 6th highest total prey fish abundance

since 1982
• Walleye Abundance

– Just below 13 year average
• Walleye Size Structure

– Significant loss of WAE >20 in
– WAE abundance <15 in decreasing

• Approaching long term average
– Should see large portion walleye

surpassing 15 in by next angling
season

• Walleye Condition
– Increased WAE condition in fish <20 in
– Not enough WAE >20 in to generate

condition estimate
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GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing!

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many
features worth taking a look at.
Ask about our Winter Rates!

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News
Michael Johnson, President

ADVERSITY
Every day each one of us faces adversity.

In our jobs, our personal relationships, or
whenever we interact with other people,
things do not always go the way we think
they will or should. We all have our own
ways of dealing with it, and depending on
what is involved, will probably determine
how we react to it. Nevertheless, it is a
hurdle we all must continuously pass to
survive in our society.

Our chapter recently had the
opportunity to be involved in an Eagle
Scout project where the result was far
removed from the original idea, but not so
different as to eclipse the initial concept. I
would venture to say the most valuable
lesson the Eagle Scout took away from the
project was how to persevere through
adversity. His original proposal was to install
his completed project at a US Forest
Service Lake that is used heavily by canoe
and kayak enthusiasts because it is a No-
Wake area. However, the USFS did not want
anything to do with it, and made no secret
of their feelings. He next approached the
SDGF&P, who were definitely more
supportive, but ultimately had to decline
because of a fear of liability. He eventually
succeeded with the Rapid City Council, but
had to compromise and adapt his original
idea to meet the requirements imposed by
the city. He had a goal and he met it
despite the adversity. I am proud of him for
that.

Our chapter is currently facing some
adversity with a certain Federal Agency.
And despite an inclination to “pick up our

toys and go home,” we are trying very hard
to find a solution that will ultimately meet
our goal and satisfy a public need, while not
compromising the rules under which the
government must operate. We will not get
everything we want out of it, and I know if
we reach an agreement the government is
not going to get everything they want out
of it either. If we cannot agree, the public
will certainly not get anything out of it.

It is difficult sometimes. We see the
problem and the solution so clearly and we
just cannot understand why others don’t
see the same thing. It is easy for us to forget
that things appear differently from where
others are looking. It’s all a matter of
perspective, and that creates adversity.

As you know from the last newsletter, I
am stepping away from my role as
President of the local Chapter. I am facing
new challenges and opportunities with my
employment and in my personal life that I
feel I will better be able to meet if I reduce
the demands on my time and energy. I have
been asked by many members if I could be
persuaded to take on another term, but
sadly, the answer is no. Therefore, the
Chapter is facing adversity while trying to
select a direction and who will lead us
there. Each member of the Chapter is
facing their personal adversity wondering if
they will like the direction chosen. However,
adversity can also create opportunity. New
challenges produce fresh ideas, solutions
and leaders.

All of us are wondering “who will it be?”
Who will step forward and take a turn at
bat? We’re all busy - there is no doubt
about that. The people that are involved in
the things that are important to them are

always faced with the trials of time
management. Moreover, they all wonder
the same thing about the people who don’t
appear to be as busy as they are; “Why
don’t they get involved? Why don’t they do
something?”

I can think of a few reasons: 1) They are
looking at things from their own point of
view and have their own reasons for their
decisions. Different perspectives create
different decisions; 2) They aren’t busy
because they simply choose to avoid
getting involved. They remain passive
because it suits them; or 3) No one has
asked them. They have not had to answer a
call that never came.

Sometimes we can’t wait to be asked.
We have to recognize the need and
summon up the courage to speak out, even
though no one solicited our view or
assistance. The question we each have to
answer to ourselves is “Am I doing all that I
can with what I have to get the most out of
what I’ve chosen to belong to? Is there
something more that I could or should do
to get involved? Is what I’m going to take
away from the experience going to be
worth what the experience will take away
from me?”

I can tell you that I have taken many
more things away from my time as
President than the position has taken from
me. It has been very rewarding and
gratifying. Now it is time for me to
relinquish one responsibility for others, and
trust that a new leader will emerge who will
not try to do the same things I did, but to
find ways to do it himself and make the job
his own.

That’s my adversity. What is yours?
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My name is Evan Sundby and I am
a Life Scout working on my Eagle rank
with Troop 72. This summer I worked
on my Eagle Scout project with the
wonderful support of the Rapid City
Area Walleye's Unlimited. My project
was making a life jacket loaner station
for kids to borrow and return life
jackets.

I dedicated the project to the
memory of Justin Lewis, a Boy Scout
who drowned in the summer of 2012
at Deerfield Lake. I wanted to raise
awareness about water safety and
thought this would be a good place
to start.

My original plan was to have the project
at one of the lakes, but for legal reasons, we
had to place it at Sioux Park Pool instead.
The aquatics director, Barb Iwan-Limbo,

requested that it be moveable and fit
through a doorway so that they could lock it
up in the evenings. For that reason, I used
PVC pipe, an aluminum base, and stainless

steel castors to make this project
which holds 11 life jackets.

A special thanks to President Mike
Johnson who helped find funding
from the club, and from my
grandfather, Denny Bohls for his
major help in building it. Planning,
approval and construction took a little
over five months to complete, but is
now finished and installed at the pool,
and was used for the last few weeks of
the season.

I was proud to make this project
with the help of the Rapid City Area
Walleye's Unlimited Club. There is a
nice sign crediting the club as well as

the Boy Scouts of America. I think we both
have done a worthwhile project for the
community, and I want to thank you for all of
your help.

Eagle Scout Project – Life Jacket Loaner Station

“GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE”
(605) 224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

1440 N. Garfield Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!

Complete Auto & Boat Detailing
FREE Pick up and Delivery

10% Discount
for Walleye Unlimited Members

Call Dave
201 N. Harlem Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605/336-9575

(l to r) Evan Sundby, Denny Bohls, and Michael Johnson
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2013 Calendar of Events
RCAC =Rapid City Area Chapter SEAC = Sioux Empire Area Chapter CSDC = Central SD Chapter

CHAPTER DATE EVENT INFORMATION

SEAC October 15, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC November 19, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week November 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

December 16, 2013 4Q 2013 newsletter articles due Published late December 2013
to news letter editor

SEAC December 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week December 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

Jeff Decker
Sales Engineer

Division of Industrial Technologies

Office: 402-330-5831 10301 South 152nd Street
Mobile: 402-980-3129 Omaha, NE 68138 USA
Toll Free: 800-422-4247 jeffrey.decker@irco.com

Total Air Systems • Rotary Screw/Reciprocating Compressors
Air Dryers

Soo Sports Has Moved to Our New Building & Location
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

There’s a fine line between fishing and just standing on the shore like an idiot.
— Steven Wright
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Sioux Empire Chapter 2013 Fishing Tournament
The annual Sioux Empire Chapter

Fishing Tournament was held at Platte
Creek on July 13. Thirty-one teams
participated in the event. First place was

awarded to team #11 consisting of Woody
Tiggelaar, Rollie Tiggelaar and John
Magnuson. The top ten teams were
recognized. Thanks to those who

participated in the tourney and provided
the behind-the-scenes work to make it
another successful event.
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Tagged Lake Oahe Salmon: From Silver to Gold
PIERRE, S.D. – The South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks Department is asking
anglers to assist in an evaluation into how
stocking salmon at different locations
might improve survival and catches, and
anglers could earn $100 or more in the
process.

GFP is encouraging anglers to turn in
heads of tagged Chinook salmon caught
on Lake Oahe and the Oahe Tailwaters.

“Research projects are underway
evaluating salmon return to anglers.
Reporting of tagged salmon by anglers is a
crucial part of the research,” GFP Fisheries
Biologist Robert Hanten said.

According to Hanten, thousands of
specially-tagged Chinook salmon have
been stocked in Lake Oahe and implanted
with small, coded-wire tags, only a

millimeter long and the diameter of human
hair. Although tags cannot be seen by
anglers, tagged fish can be identified by
the absence of a tiny fin on their back.

“Salmon have a small fleshy-lobed
adipose fin directly in front of their tail, but
this fin is removed as part of the tagging
process," Hanten said. "If anglers catch a
salmon missing the adipose fin, we would
like them to turn in the fresh or frozen
head of that salmon at the GFP Fort Pierre
District Office, Oahe Marina, Spring Creek
Resort and Deep Water Marina, Carl’s Bait
Shop or West Whitlock Recreation Area.”

Information on where and when a
salmon was caught, along with the angler’s
address and phone number, must be
included when submitting salmon heads.
In addition, a coded-wire tag must be

found in the head of the fish by GFP staff
to result as an entry in the contest.

“Even though every salmon missing an
adipose fin was implanted with a coded-
wire tag, some fish lose their tags during
hatchery rearing, meaning not all fish
caught by anglers without an adipose fin
will contain a tag,” said Hanten.

Ten $100 rewards will be issued each
calendar year, with a maximum of three
rewards per person per year. The annual
drawing for winners of the $100 prizes will
occur by Jan. 1.

For more information, visit:
http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/salmon-
tags.aspx, write to the Fort Pierre District
Office, 20641 SD Hwy 1806, Fort Pierre, SD
57532 or call 1-605-223-7681.
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True Fishing Terms
Catch and Release - A conservation

motion that happens most often right
before the local Fish and Game officer pulls
over a boat that has caught over its limit.

Hook - (1) A curved piece of metal used
to catch fish. (2) A clever advertisement to
entice a fisherman to spend his life savings
on a new rod and reel. (3) The punch
administered by said fisherman's wife after
he spends their life savings (see also, Right
Hook, Left Hook).

Line - Something you give your
coworkers when they ask on Monday how
your fishing went the past weekend.

Lure - An object that is semi-enticing to
fish, but will drive an angler into such a
frenzy that he will charge his credit card to
the limit before exiting the tackle shop.

Reel - A weighted object that causes a
rod to sink quickly when dropped
overboard.

Rod - An attractively painted length of
fiberglass that keeps an angler from ever
getting too close to a fish.

School - A grouping in which fish are
taught to avoid your $29.99 lures and hold
out for spam instead.

Tackle - What your last catch did to you

as you reeled him in, but just before he
wrestled free and jumped back overboard.

Tackle Box - A box shaped alarmingly
like your comprehensive first aid kit. Only a
tackle box contains many sharp objects, so
that when you reach in the wrong box
blindly to get a Band Aid, you soon find that
you need more than one.

Test - (1) The amount of strength a
fishing line affords an angler when fighting
fish in a specific weight range. (2) A
measure of your creativity in blaming that
darn line for once again losing the fish.

The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk, SD • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

I have fished through fishless days that I remember happily without regret.
— Roderick Haig-Brown
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10 Common Fishing Terms Explained
Angler An obsessed individual who

owns a house that is falling down due to
neglect, a truck whose color can best be
described as Rust-Oleum, and a pristine
boat that he chamois' down methodically
before and after each trip.

Knot (1) An insecure connection
between your hook and fishing line. (2) A
permanent tangle on your spinning reel
which forces you to go out and buy a
bigger, better, much more expensive rig.

Landing Net A net used to help drag a
large wiggling fish, or an inebriated fishing
buddy, on board.

Live Bait The biggest fish you'll handle
all day.

Quiet Water Your surroundings after
you stop cursing your bad luck and fall
asleep at the reel.

Skunked fisherman One who returns to
the boat ramp many, many hours after his
buddies have gone home so that there are

no witnesses to his catch or lack thereof.
Sinker (1) A weight attached to a lure to

get it to the bottom. (2) The nickname of
your boat.

Thumb A temporary hook holder.
Treble Hook Triples the odds of your

catching a fish. Quadruples the odds of
your getting the hook caught in your thumb
(see above).

Trolling What you do after you've lost a
$500 rod and reel set-up overboard.

My biggest worry is that my wife (when I'm dead) will sell my fishing gear
for what I said I paid for it.

— Koos Brandt



Thank you for supporting SD Walleyes Unlimited!
Thank you for being a valuable SDWU member! It is time to renew your annual SDWU membership.
Your continued support allows SDWU to accomplish its goals. Our membership year runs from April 1 to
March 31. Members receive quarterly newsletters and other benefits. Our annual membership fee is only
$25.00. PLEASE PRINT – we need your current mailing address, so you receive our newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________

Annual membership: (includes entire family) ______ @ $25.00 $ ________

Total remitted: $________

SDWU is recognized by the IRS as a public charity under IRC Sec. 501(c)(3).
Your membership fee is tax deductible as a charitable contribution

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited.

Send checks to: SDWU OR SDWU OR SDWU
PO Box 89514 PO Box 9574 PO Box 655
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9515 Rapid City, SD 57709 Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Thanks again for your support! If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please

indicate where your interests lie. Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member

Fishing Tournament _______, Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly

meetings) ______, Other _________________

MISSION STATEMENT: SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to
preserving, protecting, and improving fisheries in the state of South Dakota. We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education, conservation,
activism, and fiscal responsibility to ensure opportunity, access and habitat for anglers of all
ability levels.
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