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We will be gathering on January 19th,
2013 in Deadwood, SD for our State
Convention. For those of you that have never
attended, this is a fantastic opportunity to
meet fellow members of our great
organization from other parts of the state.
Officers from the Sioux Empire Chapter and
the Central State Chapter in Pierre will be
there for the state board meeting Saturday
morning. We hope other members from all
over South Dakota will also accept this
invitation to come enjoy the Black Hills
hospitality. The Rapid City Area Chapter is
excited to once again host this annual event.
We are still working out the details for one of
our speakers, so more information will be
available in the January newsletter. We have
finalized our featured presentation as Jason
Mitchell, a nationally recognized fishing
guide and professional angler. He also hosts
the “Jason Mitchell Outdoors” television
program on Fox Sports. Additionally, he has
designed an extensive line of fishing rods for
spinning, trolling, casting and ice fishing, and
is a strong advocate for introducing kids to
the sport. There will be door prizes at the
seminars and the evening meal.
Entertainment will be available after supper.
We hope for an outstanding turnout, so come
be part of the fun at the Deadwood Gulch!

Friday
Check-in and Registration
Informal Gathering and Greeting

Saturday
Breakfast (included with room reservation*)
9:00 State Board Meeting

(All members welcome)
Noon Lunch Buffett ($13)
1:00 PM Seminar (To be announced)
2:30 PM Seminar – Jason Mitchell
5:00 PM Social Hour (cash bar)
6:30 PM Dinner Buffet ($19)

Entertainment to follow

Room Rates
Deadwood Gulch is reserving a block of

rooms for SDWU for Friday, January 18th
through Sunday, January 20th at $89/night
(+tax). These room rates will be available
until December 18th, so please make your
reservation before this date. *The cost of
your room includes a hot breakfast selection
of pancakes and eggs, biscuits and gravy, or
eggs, hash-browns and toast in the full
service dining room.

Please contact the Deadwood Gulch at
1-800-401-4385 to make your reservation
today!

2013 SDWU State Convention

The Rapid City Area Chapter of SDWU recently completed the renovation of another boat dock. This
most recent project is a 26’ long skid-style dock that will be utilized by the US Forest Service (USFS) at
the Dutchman boat ramp located on the South side of Deerfield Reservoir. Because it is a “No-Wake”
Lake, Deerfield Reservoir is a popular destination for shore anglers, small boat anglers, as well as people
that use kayaks and canoes. It is also used heavily in the winter by ice fisherman. Fish available to catch
at Deerfield include Perch, Rainbow and Brooke Trout, Rock Bass, and the occasional Blue Gill. The state
record Brooke Trout and Splake were each caught there by anglers in 2010.

Deerfield Reservoir Boat Dock
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Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News
Jeff Decker, President

3rd quarter 2012, the significance of this
is that this will be the last newsletter that we
will see until after January 1st, 2013. Which
means that Happy Thanksgiving and Merry
Christmas are in order. Now don’t laugh, I
did see that there are stores in the Sioux
Falls area putting out their Christmas
decorations already.

This 3rd quarter of the year brought to
completion a very worthwhile project of our
chapter donating bench’s to the Pelican
Lake shore fishing project in Watertown. I
wish to thank all of members that
supported this project as it will enable this
popular fishing spot to experience another
high quality contribution by South Dakota
Walleyes Unlimited.

Last year, 2011 we were able to make a
financial contribution towards the completion

of the fishing pier on Lake Kampeska. Please
visit the website www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org
in the coming days as we will be posting
pictures of this project.

Thank you to Jon Smith as he has put
together a marquee lineup of guest
speakers for the next 3 months to wrap up
the season. The speaker schedule is
included in this copy of the newsletter.

Electionswill be held at the October 16th
meeting for all positions that are duly elected
by our membership. I would ask that all Sioux
Empire Chapter Members please take time
to attend this meeting and participate in this
process. Your input is extremely valuable to
the success of our chapter and that of SDWU.

Annual Meeting: I would ask that you all
plan to attend this year’s SDWU state
meeting in January being held in Deadwood.
These annual meetings offer tremendous

comradery amongst fellow SDWU members,
guest speakers that are professionals in their
field of expertise related to the Outdoors,
and some great entertainment. You won’t be
disappointed if you attend. Additional
information will be forth coming to you.

As we get into the 2013 we will have
many annual projects to participate in,
Christmas Tree Project for Diamond Lake,
Our financial commitment to the Diamond
Lake Access Project will be completed,
Sport shows that will kick off in January with
the Soo Sport/Beal Distributing “Greater
Outdoor Expo.”

In July we were asked to participate in
the Outdoor Expo held annually at the
Outdoor Campus in Sioux Falls. This was my
first time at the event and it was very
impressive in that close to 2,000 people

Continued on Page 3

“GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE”
(605) 224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

1440 N. Garfield Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!
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Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News
Michael Johnson, President

I have been reading a lot lately about how
sportsmen/women and outdoor enthusiasts
are a silent majority in the Dakotas. Much has
been written and published about how many
of us hunt and fish, but how little interest is
taken by most of us in the politics and
decision making that effect the management
of our outdoor resources. Specifically I am
referring to some articles published this
spring and summer in the outdoor
publication to which I subscribe. The effect of
the oil boom in North Dakota on habitat and
wildlife have received particular attention, and
the lack of participation by the people most
effected is lamented by the authors.

I am of two minds about this. On one
hand, I agree that not enough of the
participants of hunting and fishing get
involved in the process used to manage the
game and fish we pursue. Too many people
either take the resource for granted, or don’t
believe their position will be considered by
those that make the decisions. I also believe
that of the people who aren’t involved, a large
percentage of them will be the first to
complain at the bait shop, gun show or at
coffee talk that “something ought to be done
about that”. I will be brutally honest; I don’t
have a lot of time for those people. I believe
in the bumper sticker that touts “If you don’t
vote, Don’t…”, well – you’ve seen it. I also feel
that the percentage of the population that
complain publicly about regulations, fees, or
services, but make no effort to constructively
confront the administrators of the process is
too high. This segment of society is quick to
criticize decisions, but they aren’t willing to
bring any positive solutions to the table. I
have come to the conclusion that some

people like to be unhappy, and they are most
satisfied when they can make others as
unhappy as they are.

Having said that, I find it hard to accept as
an activemember of SDWU that anglers aren’t
involved at all levels in themanagement of our
fisheries. I have personally witnessed the
conservation practices of many responsible
anglers, and the care and consideration they
have for our outdoor resources. I know many
active members that follow the legislative and
administrative proceedings that affect the
pastime we enjoy so much. I feel privileged to
belong to an organization that is dedicated to
introducing youth to fishing and the outdoors,
and continue tomake dramatic improvements
in accessibility for other anglers. I have
discussed the health of our fisheries with
biologists from Rapid City and Pierre, and I
know how much they value the input they get
from anglers. This doesn’t mean that they can
always implement every suggestion they
receive, but believe me when I tell you that
they listen to reasonable and responsible
perspectives.

That dedication to the sport we are so
enthusiastic about is shared by others in their
own passion. I am speaking about the active
members of other conservation groups like
Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlimited, the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the Mule
Deer Foundation, and Isaac Walton League,
just to name a few. While I am passionate
about fishing and dedicate my efforts to that
end, I respect and admire the individuals that
get involved with clubs associated with their
own passion.

So I submit this quarter’s editorial to you
with two purposes: First, to thank-you for your
involvement and support of SD Walleyes

Unlimited. You belong because you care
about fishing. By belonging to this group you
are, whether you realize it or not, involved in
the process that manages our fisheries.
SDWU supports the SD Wildlife Federation
andmonitors the legislative process.We are a
conduit for information between anglers and
theGF&P.We actively work to improve access
for anglers throughout the state, and we are
involved in the decisions that affect the sport
we love so much. Secondly, I want to enlist
your help on an individual basis. When you
encounter that person that has nothing good
to say about fishing conditions, or the
regulations that govern our sport, speak up.
Ask them if they have attended any public
meetings by the GF&P, or if they belong to a
conservation group. Ask them if they have
done anything to become involved. Give
them a membership form or ask them to
come to a meeting with you. Don’t give them
the perception that you agree with them by
being silent while they rant about a process
they choose not to be a part of. We are
members of SD Walleyes Unlimited, and we
choose to be involved.

We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."

Sioux Empire Chapter News
Continued from Page 2
attended. The day’s events included
canoeing, kayaking, Touch tanks of fish for
kids to actually touching different fish and
aquatic species, fishing at the Campus Lake,
Bow and Arrow and BB gun shooting for
kids at targets, fish and pheasant cleaning
demonstrations, hunting dog trials and an
assortment of indoor activities for all.

Thank you all for your participation and
support for SDWU.
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The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk, SD • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

Bret Afdahl, President
Things are pretty quiet in the central part

of South Dakota from a SDWU perspective.
Some are still out chasing the ever elusive
marble eyed critter we all love so much, both
on the river below the Oahe Dam and up on
the lake. Others are out in pursuit of deer,
grouse, geese, and soon antelope, elk and
the other game our great state has to offer.

Ft. Pierre hosted a public meeting of the
Mississippi River Commission on August 13.
SDWU member and officer Dugan Petersen
provided written comment on behalf of our
organization and made a presentation to the
Commission at the public meeting. A copy
of written comments provided to the
commission are included in this newsletter
for your information. Our comments
provide background on SDWU and the

importance of the fishing industry to our
state generally. In addition, 3 specific
recommendations were made to the
Commission regarding fisheries related
issues to consider during the process of
managing the Mississippi River. Thanks to
Dugan and to another SDWU member, Paul
Lepisto, for attending the meeting and
representing South Dakota conservation
groups. Paul provided comments to the
Commission on behalf of the Izaak Walton
League of America.

Just a year after record flooding in the
Pierre/Ft. Pierre area, the US Corps of
Engineers was in Pierre on August 27 to
hold a public meeting on a proposed plan
to start charging various entities for
“surplus” water taken from Lake Oahe for
municipal, irrigation and other uses.

Needless to say, this plan was not well
received. While SDWU did not formally
comment on the proposal, no less than 17
individuals did comment on behalf of our
state’s congressional delegation, the
Governor’s Office, the SD Attorney General,
the Cheyenne Sioux Tribe, the cities of
Pierre and Ft. Pierre and various other
entities and individuals. All public
comments were opposed to the plan. No
final action has been taken on these rules
but we will post an update when available.

Finally, we should be receiving updated
information from GF&P regarding the state
of the fisheries on Lake Oahe in particular
and will pass that information along as soon
as we can and help facilitate a public
meeting if possible. Thanks and have a
great fall.

Central South Dakota Chapter President’s News
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S.D. Part of Nationwide Trend in Hunting/Fishing Participation
GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – If fishing license sales are any
indication, South Dakota is in line with a
recent study showing an increase in the
number of hunters and anglers in the United
States.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
reported preliminary results from their once-
every-five-years study of hunting and fishing
participation around the country. The study
showed an 11 percent increase in the number
of anglers over 2006.

Meanwhile, the South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks Department reports one of its best
years in fishing license sales in some time.
Nearly 67,000 resident annual fishing licenses
have been sold so far in 2012, compared to
56,000 at the same time in 2011. In 2006, there
were 56,000 licenses sold for the entire year.

Hunting has seen a less dramatic increase,
but the Fish and Wildlife Service survey
numbers showed an increase in hunter
numbers for the first time in two decades.
Numbers in South Dakota have been fairly
consistent over the past several years. With
hunting seasons just beginning to openmany
license sales have not taken place, so it will be

late in the year before 2012 can be compared
to past years.

Rob Southwick, president of Southwick
Associates – a leading research and data
analysis firm focused on the sportfishing and
hunting industries – says there are several
factors that may be part of the increase.

“The slow economy has certainly had an
impact,” Southwick said. “When the
economy took a hit, a lot of people went back
to enjoying more traditional activities that
were also less costly than other options.
Fishing license sales and tackle sales data all
back that up.”

Another factor may be efforts by states,
organizations and businesses to recruit and
retain more anglers and hunters.

South Dakota, like many other states, has
been active in promoting outdoor activities
and in particular participation in hunting and
fishing. GFP has worked with national
organizations such as the Recreational
Boating and Fishing Foundation andNational
Shooting Sports Foundation, as well as other
businesses and organizations with an interest
in promoting these sports.

“It is a very rewarding experience when

our staff introduces men and women, both
young and old, to hunting and fishing,” said
Tony Leif, director of the GFP Division of
Wildlife. “We feel as though we are not only
perpetuating a great South Dakota tradition,
but also a way for our citizens to enjoy the
many outdoor opportunities our state has to
offer.”

Leif pointed to the work at GFP’s Outdoor
Campuses in both Sioux Falls and Rapid City,
as well as numerous one-day events GFP
hosted throughout the summer in locations
around the state that all offered hands-on
experience in shooting, fishing and other
outdoor pursuits.

“The activities we host at our Outdoor
Campuses and across the state in various
communities are an open invitation for South
Dakotans to become acquainted with the
outdoor adventures our state has to offer. My
hope is that after a sample of the fun, these
folks will become life-long anglers and
hunters,” Leif said.

For more information about hands-on
learning opportunities through GFP, visit their
website at http://gfp.sd.gov/outdoor-
learning/.

SDWU Newsletter Opportunity
What: Newsletter Editor for SDWU
When: Now
Where: In your own home
How: The newsletter editor collects
information from a variety of online
sources - SD GF&P, MRRP (Missouri River
Recovery Program), various other fishing

related websites, as well as from the SD
Chapter Presidents and compiles them in
a word document. A few days before the
quarterly newsletter is to come out the
document is sent to the publishing
company to be put into the newsletter
form. The publishing company creates

the newsletter and it gets mailed out to
the members of SDWU. The average
time to compile and edit per quarter is
two to four hours.

If interested please contact Mallory
(malloryhoekman@yahoo.com) for more
information.
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Soo Sports Has Moved to Our New Building & Location
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605 -339 -0947
www. soo sport. com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

Auto l Home l Life l Business l College l Retirement

I make
insurance simple.SM

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+ *, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services M083-ML-BC (2-12)

Rocky Niewenhuis
285 Main Street

Corsica, SD 57328
800-572-6752

Long-Standing Blue Catfish State Record Falls
GFP
PIERRE, S.D. — The second-longest state
fish record in South Dakota, a blue catfish
caught by Edward Elliot in 1959, is a thing of
the past.

On July 21, 2012, Steve Lemmon from
Elk Point grabbed his own place in the
record books by landing a 99-pound, 4-
ounce blue catfish from the Big Sioux River,
edging out the previous record by 2
pounds, 4 ounces.

With the aid of only a rod, reel and a
creek chub for bait, Lemmon managed to
wrangle in the trophy fish from his fishing
hole in Union County.

His fish stacks up well with those from
nearby states. The Nebraska state record
blue catfish weighed in at 100 pounds, 8
ounces while neighboring Iowa currently

boasts a state record blue
catfish of 101 pounds.
Kansas, a state known for
having some large catfish,
has a slightly smaller state-
record blue cat weighing it
at 94 pounds even.

State fishing records for
South Dakota can be
viewed at
http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-
boating/state-fish-records-
list.aspx

If you believe you have
caught a qualifying fish,
the state record fish
application and guidelines
can be found at the same
website.

Steve Lemmon from Elk Point landed this 99-pound, 4-ounce blue
catfish from the Big Sioux River on July 21, 2012.
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HOT SPRINGS, S.D. – Entrepreneurs
interested in operating a marina and
resort on Angostura Reservoir near Hot
Springs may now submit proposals.

“Angostura Recreation Area has been
an extremely popular outdoor recreation
destination for years, and the recreational
opportunities there are increasing,“ said
Doug Hofer, South Dakota parks and
recreation director.

A prospectus for the operation of
Angostura Resort is now available online
and through the South Dakota
Department of Game, Fish and Parks.

The prospectus details the terms and
conditions under which interested
operators may submit a proposal for
consideration. It also includes a detailed
business opportunity, the requirements

necessary to submit a proposal, and a
draft concession agreement for a term of
10 years.

Required services include a marina,
lodging cabin rental, food service, retail
goods and boat fuel. Proposals must be
received by 3 p.m. on Oct. 15, 2012.

The 1,200-acre Angostura Recreation
Area consists of four multi-lane boat
ramps, five campgrounds with 191
campsites, three miles of paved recreation
trails, a large swim beach and many other
amenities, such as bath/shower houses,
picnic shelters and playgrounds.

A 1.3-mile paved road was completed
last year to connect all recreation area and
concession facilities along the east shore
of the reservoir. A new 22-site
campground was recently finished on the

west side of the reservoir in Sheps
Canyon.

“Angostura has proven itself as an
extremely popular destination,“ Hofer
said. “With the recent improvements, the
state recreation area is poised for
continued growth and opportunity.“

The recreation area is located 10 miles
south of Hot Springs, off Highway 18/385.

A copy of the prospectus is available
by contacting the South Dakota
Department of Game, Fish and Parks,
Division of Parks and Recreation at 523
East Capitol, Pierre, SD 57501 or calling
605-773-3391. Printable versions of the
prospectus are also available for free
download from Angostura page on the
Game, Fish and Parks website.

Business Opportunity At Angostura Reservoir Announced

DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff
Ave. & 60th St. N.

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum
Welding on Your Boat,
Dock or Lift

GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing!

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many
features worth taking a look at.
Ask about our Winter Rates!

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com



Page 8 South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited

Lake Oahe Fishing Exceptional This Summer
GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – Lake Oahe has a national
reputation for some of the finest fishing in
the country, but the past several months
have been exceptional even by standards
set by the popular Missouri River reservoir.

Boat ramps and fish-cleaning stations
along the central South Dakota lake have
been very busy with anglers enjoying a
walleye bite that began last year, continued
through record flooding, and is still going
strong.

Some anglers are wondering what
changed on the big lake.

“We currently have a lot of 13- to 16-
inch fish in Lake Oahe that were produced
since water levels rose at the end of the
drought in 2008,” said Mark Fincel, senior
fisheries biologist for the Game, Fish and
Parks Department. “Fish over 20 inches
were common in angler catches this spring,
but as the water has warmed, the young fish
are now dominating the catch.”

Fincel said providing answers to angler’s
questions about how the fishery in Lake
Oahe is fairing can be complex.

“The system is very dynamic,” he said.
“It’s not uncommon for Lake Oahe to
experience periods of high fish production
when water levels continually rise for a few
years following a drought. The system is
very productive then, as the influx of water
brings in a lot of nutrients and flooded
vegetation makes great spawning habitat
and places to hide for young fish.”

The most complex and unknown factor
in the environment of Lake Oahe is the
fallout from the record flooding of 2011. A
lot of smelt were lost from Lake Oahe when
they were flushed in heavy downstream

flows into Lake Sharpe. GFP biologists have
found that most of the lost smelt were
young fish hatched in the spring of 2011.

“We still have some adults left to spawn
next year and smelt could bounce back,”
Fincel said. “Unfortunately, the run in 2012
was one of the smaller ones we have
monitored. However, Lake Oahe is very
productive right now because of the high
water and flows of 2011. There is a lot of
food for bait fish and young fish of other
species, which all serve as food for walleyes.
Those young fish should start to enter
walleye diets soon.”

GFP staffers have added to the potential
food base for game fish in Lake Oahe by
placing about 1,800 adult gizzard shad into
the lake this past spring.

“The plan was to stock pre-spawn adult
shad with the idea that their offspring could
provide food resources in localized areas of
Oahe. The adults began spawning in June
and newly hatched, or larval, shad are being
caught in small-mesh trawls, (nets towed
behind a boat) at most locations where
adults were stocked,” Fincel said.

GFP staffers have spoken with some
anglers who report seeing walleyes that
they consider to be skinny, but other
anglers think the fish look fine.

“When you look at the whole reservoir
and all the fishing trips that occur on it, fish
caught at some locations on a specific
angler trip may be skinnier than fish caught
elsewhere on a different trip. This range in
fish condition indicates food resources are
adequate in some locations and more
sparse in other locations. Anglers also
report seeing clouds of baitfish on their
graphs,” Fincel said.

GFP has received inquiries from anglers
on the possibility of raising the daily and
possession limits for walleye on Lake Oahe.
Daily limits as high as 14 fish were used in
the early 2000s in an attempt to reduce
walleye abundance and thus reduce
predation on a low density of rainbow
smelt, to help increase smelt abundance.

“You hear rumors at fish-cleaning
stations, bars, and coffee shops up and
down the reservoir about GFP raising the
limits, but there are no immediate plans to
do so,” Fincel said. ”Raising the limit is not
always needed if you want to harvest a lot of
fish. In 2011, we harvested almost as many
walleyes with a four-fish daily limit as we did
in 2001 with a 14-fish limit because of the
high number of fishing trips and the high
percentage of anglers keeping a daily limit
of four fish. Walleye harvest estimates for
April through June this year have been the
highest recorded, surpassing the harvests in
2001 and 2011.”

Fincel summed up fishing conditions on
Lake Oahe by noting that the current level
of fishing is providing exciting
opportunities for anglers of all ages and all
experience levels.

“The Oahe walleye fishery currently has
a lot of fish that are easy for anglers to
catch, and they are abundant enough that
keeping them will not hurt the fishery,”
Fincel said. “We have learned a lot about
the current status of this fishery since the
flooding, but there are still some important
surveys that need to be completed to help
determine the current status of the Lake
Oahe fishery.”

Mark Fincel, mark.fincel@state.sd.us
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Complete Auto & Boat Detailing
FREE Pick up and Delivery

10% Discount
for Walleye Unlimited Members

Call Dave
201 N. Harlem Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605/336-9575

Game, Fish and Parks Studies New Fish Tagging Technique
GFP

Jake Davis, a fisheries biologist with
Game, Fish and Parks in Rapid City, is
working with staff at McNenny State Fish
Hatchery in Spearfish to evaluate a new trout
tagging technique using a special fish tag.

Visible Implant Tags are individually
numbered tags placed under the clear
“skin” areas of fish. This study is comparing
how long the tags remain in fish after they
are placed in different locations on the fish.

According to Davis, tagging fish is
necessary to collect data so that biologists
can effectively manage South Dakota
fisheries. Visible Implant Tags are less

expensive, less stressful on the fish, and less
time-consuming to use compared to other
methods which require tag placement in
the muscle or bone of the fish.

Specific to this project, Davis and the
hatchery staff are evaluating tag placement
in either the anal fin or the fatty tissue
surrounding the eyes. The study started on
June 18, and tag retention will be evaluated
every two weeks until the end of August.
Rainbow trout from 7-11 inches were
implanted with visible implant tags and are
being held in the raceways at McNenny.

The data will be used to determine the
ideal location for tagging and tag efficiency

in relation to fish size. “Determining the
best location to obtain the highest tag
retention rates is critical when applying
these tags to fisheries studies in and around
the Black Hills” Davis stated. If visible
implant tags prove to be an efficient
method of marking fish with individual
identification numbers, anglers might be
catching fish marked this way in the near
future, but they will only see the tags if they
carefully examine their catch.

Contacts: Raesha Ray or Michael Barns
(mike.barnes@state.sd.us), McNenny State
Fish Hatchery, 19169 Trout Loop, Spearfish
(605-642-6920).

Mississippi River Group Hears of Flood's Impact
Members of the Mississippi River

Commission are finding similarities and
differences in how the stakeholders work
together along the Missouri River.

The commission held a public meeting
Monday afternoon in Fort Pierre. About 30
people, many of them government officials,
attended the meeting to talk about the
management of the Missouri River.

The seven-member Mississippi River
Commission is conducting a low-water tour
of the Missouri River. Major General John
Peabody, who commands the Mississippi
Valley Division in Vicksburg, Mississippi for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, says the
commission recommends policy for the
entire Mississippi River area including
tributaries like the Missouri River.

Peabody says this is a fact-finding and
educational week-long trip for the

commission.
Peabody says the commission wants to

know how last year’s flood impacted those
living along the Missouri River. Commission
member Sam Angel of Lake Village,

Arkansas, says he found the levees are used
differently upstream, such as in the Pierre-
Fort Pierre area, than downstream.

Angel says one difference between
Missouri River and Mississippi River
stakeholders is that there is more
cooperation among the Mississippi River
groups. T. Stephen Gambrell, executive
director of the Corps’ Mississippi Valley
Division, says the high water flows force
Mississippi River interests to work together.

Among those testifying at the meeting
were Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill and Fort
Pierre Mayor Sam Tidball. As they have
before in other public testimony on the
flood, both urged the Corps to work to
make sure such a flood doesn’t happen
again. They said there needs to be better
communication with the cities and better
flood control.

Dugan Peterson addressing the Mississippi River
Commission which met in Pierre yesterday as part
of their low water inspection of the Missouri River.
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Ben Tordsen, Boy Scout Member
and Troop 72 Historian

Walleyes Unlimited sponsored the
construction and installation of fishing line
recycling bins. With the assistance of Denny
Bohls, Rapid City Area Walleyes Unlimited
Project Coordinator; Troop 72 Boy Scouts,
Evan Sundby, Ben Tordsen, Justin Ketel,
Jason Ketel, and John Thorstenson
constructed and installed the recycling bins
that were designed by Berkley. The
recycling bins are made from 4” PVC pipe
attached to a post. The logos of Walleyes
Unlimited, Troop 72, and Black Hills National
Forest were attached to the bins.

Amy Ballard, Black Hills National Forest,
contacted the Rapid City Area Walleyes
Unlimited to build the recycling bins. 10
fishing line recycling bins were built on

June 24th. The boys said it was an
interesting project.

On August 18th, the boys from Troop
72, Denny Bohls and personnel from the
Black Hills National Forest installed 2
fishing line recycle bins at Pactola Lake.
The remaining 8 were given to the Black
Hills National Forest for installation at other
local lakes. The recycled fishing line will be
collected by the Black Hills National Forest
and sent back to Berkley to be reused.

The fishing line recycling bins were made
to provide a point to deposit used fishing
line so it isn’t left in the water, on the ground
or in the garbage. The fishing line left behind
can get caught in boat motors, tangled near
docks or fish habitat areas, and caught on
aquatic life. The line does not decompose
and continues to cause problems.

Fishing Line Recycling Bins Installed in Rapid City Area

Sheridan Lake Hwy 385
Fisherman Parking Area

The next time you are at Sheridan Lake
stop by the inlet parking area adjacent to the
highway and Calumet Road. Another
successful RAC project built accessible
walkways and fishing piers for anglers. This
cooperative partnership between SD Game,
Fish and Parks, the Mystic Ranger District and
Black Hills Anglers has made this 35 year old
free use fishing area safe and enjoyable for
people of all physical abilities. A concrete
sidewalk now extends the entire shoreline of
the parking area and contains two accessible
fishing piers (maintained by Black Hills Angler,
Ken Edel) that get anglers off the shore and on
to the water. New curb and gutter, guardrail,
steps with railings, and ice ramp for ATVs and
safer parking areas will all be appreciated by

Black Hills fishermen for years to come.

Deerfield Reservoir Boat Ramp
Pennington County Resource Advisory

Funds (Title II Secure Rural Schools and
community Self Determination Act 2008,
Public Law 110-343) are being used to rebuild
the boat ramp at Deerfield Cove located on
the southeastern side of Deerfield Reservoir.
The project will begin the first week of
October and last 4-6 weeks. The rampwill be
closed during reconstruction. Construction
includes laying interlocking pre-made
concrete planks on top of the existing cement
block rampmaterial. This will bring the grade
of the ramp to 12% and provide a solid
surface to place a sliding stationary dock. A
dock is being donated by the Walleyes
Unlimited Organization.

Causeway, LaFramboise Island
To Reopen
PIERRE, S.D. – Final repair work in Pierre on the
LaFramboise Island Causeway, which was
extensively damaged by last year’s Missouri
River flooding, was completed Friday, Sept. 28.

That is one week ahead of schedule,
according to Eric Stasch, Oahe Dam
operations project manager for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

The final cost of the LaFramboise Island
Causeway repair project was a little more than
$2.8 million; it took five months to complete.

The island will reopen to the public on
Saturday, Oct. 6. Staff from the Department
of Game, Fish and Parks will work on
LaFramboise Island Oct. 1-5 to repair
facilities and clear the trails of debris left
from the 2011 flood.



Please Join Us in SD Walleyes Unlimited!
By joining SDWU, your membership allows us to accomplish our goals. Our membership year runs
from April 1 to March 31. Members receive quarterly newsletters and other benefits, including
participating in Cabela’s discount days. Our annual membership fee is only $25.00

PLEASE PRINT

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________

____________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________

Annual membership: (includes entire family) ______ @ $25.00 $ ________

Total remitted: $________

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited.

Send checks to: SDWU OR SDWU OR SDWU
PO Box 89514 PO Box 9574 PO Box 655
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9515 Rapid City, SD 57709 Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Thanks again for your support! If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please

indicate where your interests lie. Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member

Fishing Tournament _______, Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly

meetings) ______, Other _________________

MISSION STATEMENT:
SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to preserving,

protecting, and improving fisheries in the State of South Dakota. We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education,

conservation and activism to ensure opportunity, access and
habitat for anglers of all ability levels.
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All SDW
U Members

In an effo
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ome a be
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nization a
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all membe
rs a voice

, SDWU encourag
es you to

utilize the

website w
ww.sdwall

eyesunlim
ited.org. M

any of us
are

unable to
make the

monthly m
eetings b

ecause of

commitm
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eography.
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p up with

the curre
nt events

of your lo
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er.


