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Central South Dakota Kids Fishing
Weekend at Lake Sharpe -- SUCCESS!
Bret Afdahl, President

The second annual Kid’s Fishing
Weekend was held in Pierre June 7-9 at
Down’s Marina in Pierre and was again a
huge success!! This event was sponsored
and put on by many local individuals,
businesses, GF&P, and the Pierre chapter of
SDWU. Doug Iverson and Ken Steiner of
Pierre have spearheaded this event from
inception to success and much of the
organizational work was done by the staff at
Capital Motors with assistance from SD
GF&P. A complete list of sponsors can be
found at the following link:
http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/kids-
fishing-weekend/

The goal of this event was simple -- get
kids out on the water. The format for this
event was equally as simple: pair less
experienced anglers with others that can
show them how and where to fish. On
Friday evening every youth participant was
given a rod and reel, a water bottle, stickers
and other items and was introduced to his
or her “guide” for the next day. On
Saturday, local anglers took 2-4 kids per
boat out on the water for 3 hours of fishing
on Lake Sharpe, either in the morning or the
afternoon. In addition to boaters, at least 1
additional adult volunteer went out in each
boat to help bait hooks, net fish, and
otherwise ensure that the kids had a great
time.

Over 190 kids participated in this year’s
event which was a large increase over the
2012 inaugural event that brought out 130
kids. Many fish were caught, prizes given
away and hot dogs and brats eaten on
Saturday. It was simply amazing to see all of
the kids running around with big smiles on
their faces, telling their parents or friends
about all of the fish they had caught.

A special thanks to all of the SDWU
members in the Pierre area who helped
make this event possible. In addition to
local anglers, we had people drive in from
all over the state to take kids out fishing. I
cannot thank them enough for taking time
away to help out.

CONTENTS:

Sioux Empire
President’s News

Page 2

Rapid City Area Chapter
President’s News

Page 3

Sioux Empire Fishing
Tournament Application

Page 4

SDWU Scholarship
Recipients
Page 5

2013 Calendar of Events
Page 6

Remember to Renew
Your SDWU Membership

Page 7

Bike Giveaway
Page 8

SDWF Youth
Conservation Camp

Page 8

RCAC Installs Fishing Pier
Despite USFS

Budgetary Conflicts
Page 10

SDWU Application
Page 11



Page 2 South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited

Jeff Decker, President

Bob Marshall Wilderness Camp
As we end the 2nd quarter of 2013 there

has been quite a bit accomplished. The
50th Bob Marshall Wilderness Camp for
2013 has come to a close. From what I hear
from the Rapid City Area Chapter, they
played a very hands-on role again this year
by providing boats for on-the- water fishing
and conducted a fish cleaning seminar.
Charlie Rokusek of the 29-90 once again
hustled and got the kids and sponsors lined
up, including the South Dakota Walleyes
Unlimited. The Sioux Empire Chapter
contributed $1,200 for sponsorship.

Scheels Fish Fest
The Scheels fish fest was again well

supported by our local chapter and the
SDWU sponsored fish aquarium. Several
new and seasoned Walleye members
stepped forward to volunteer a couple
hours of their time to make sure that our
message of support to Education, Access,
and Sportsmen continues to reach like-
minded folks.

Chapter Fishing Tournament
July 13th will be the Sioux Empire Chapter

Fishing Tournament being held at Platte
Creek. Limited to 50 teams, applications for
this event are on-line at
www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org and available
in this newsletter edition. Your presence is
greatly appreciated. We always have a fun
event with plenty of fish to be caught,
entertainment to be had, good food and
liquids. Tournament director, Leroy Huntimer
has secured a larger tent for this year’s event.
Plate Creek store will be preparing the meal.

State Convention Proposed Changes
There is discussion that our annual State

Convention consisting of guest speakers of
professional Fishermen and Fisheries and
Wildlife biologists will be discontinued. The
reason for this proposed change is that
typically there are only about 30 folks who
attend and they are usually the same ones
each year with few exceptions. We have
had guest speakers and demonstrators
such as Doc Sampson, Professional Angler
and Lowrance Electronics Expert, Larry
Sieslik, Head of the Army Corp of Engineers
out of Omaha, and Jason Mitchell.

The plan is to move forward with an
annual one (1) day state business meeting.
We would like to hear from our members
on their thoughts for the annual event.
Either voice your opinion through the web
page or attend the monthly meeting and
express your thoughts.

New Members
Recently there have been membership

promotions at a couple of fishing events
and I very happy to report the effort put
forth has resulted in a success rate of 30
new members added to our ranks. Today,
SDWU is the largest organized fishing
group within the state of South Dakota.

Search for SDWU State Treasurer
SDWU is asking for a person who would

like to be more involved. SDWU is asking
for a volunteer to step forward for the State
Treasurer position. LeRoy Huntimer has
held the State Treasury position for 10 years
and has done a stellar job of providing
accurate accounting. LeRoy, like many of
us, has work that is very demanding of his
time and has asked that we begin a search

to fill his role. Thank you for your efforts and
service, LeRoy.

Aquatic Nuisance Species Donation
SDWU has stepped up and put its

money where its mouth is and provided
$3,000 in funding toward fighting the
Aquatic Nuisances Species. South Dakota
Walleyes Unlimited is taking a stand to
educate its members and the public in
general on Aquatic Nuisances Species. The
money is earmarked to provide a portable
wash station that will be used by the state
GF&P at local and far-reaching access
points. The wash station, as the name
implies, will be used to clean boats prior to
entering the water.

Enough writing and reading. Go out
and enjoy the days ahead and have a great
summer!

Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News

Lake Sharpe
Cleanup on July 10

The Central Chapter is in the final
stages of preparing for our fourth
Lake Sharpe Cleanup which is set to
take place on July 10. As we have
done after the last two cleanup
events, a fish fry will follow the event
as soon as the debris is safely on
shore at Down’s Marina. Thank you to
those that have helped and to those
that have not yet had the chance.
Please give some of your precious
time to have an impact on others
around you. It is worth every minute!

Auto l Home l Life l Business l College l Retirement

I make
insurance simple.SM

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+ *, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services M083-ML-BC (2-12)

Rocky Niewenhuis
285 Main Street

Corsica, SD 57328
800-572-6752
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Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News
Michael Johnson, President

RCAC Banquet and
Contributions in Review

It’s already been a busy year for the
RCAC. Our banquet was an amazing
success this year. The new venue was a
tremendous improvement, and I want to
thank the American Legion Post 22 for
many good years in their facility. We simply
outgrew the space. The Moose welcomed
us with a more open floor plan, more room
for games, and improved traffic flow for
wait staff. I really appreciate all of the
favorable comments I received about the
Moose and the banquet, but I don’t
deserve the credit. This spectacular event
would not be possible without the efforts of
so many people (more than can be
mentioned here), but a few deserve special
recognition.
• Larry Smith-Banquet Coordinator.

Larry’s organizational skills and logistic
expertise have allowed us to take our
banquet to a whole new level.

• Loren Kasuske-VP for cataloguing and
storing all of the prizes and sending out
the thank-you letters.

• Lee Jensen-Sec/Treas for keeping the
money flowing and recording the
details.

• All of the people in the kitchen who put

together the outstanding meal that
keeps people coming back each year,
especially Delbert Stover for his
excellent recipe on the walleye.

• Denny Dunlap for obtaining the Tobin
Lake Fishing Trip for the raffle.

• Mac MacCracken and Steve Quissel for
getting everybody in the door as quickly
as possible.

• Dan Amen for dealing at the Blackjack
Table.

• Jerry Baldwin for wearing the fish
costume on the Surf & Turf.

• Everyone who worked the raffles and
games that kept the crowd engaged.

• Bill Blickensderfer for his creativity on
the entertainment.

• Shirley Stover for allowing us the use of
her unique tableware and the fun
decorations for the head table.

• Nancy Smidt and Nancy Smith for
keeping track of the auction sales.

• Of course, my favorite fishing partner
and better half, my wife Brenda. Her
contributions are too numerous to
count.

With the money we raised this year we
have already installed a floating fishing pier
at Major Lake in Hill City which we
purchased through Lake Sharpe Dock Shop
in Pierre, appropriated $1200 to SDWF

CBM scholarships, contributed to the $2500
in scholarships for the SDSU Fisheries and
Wildlife Management Program, and
participated in the new SD GF&P Mobile
Boat Washing Unit which will help prevent
the spread of aquatic nuisance species.

Resignation of Michael Johnson as
RCAC Chapter President

We have accomplished many wonderful
things since this group organized and I am
sure we have more great things on the
horizon. I have been President of the RCAC
since 2008 and have enjoyed it immensely. I
cannot count the number of people I have
had the opportunity to meet and the
friends I have made during my tenure. My
responsibilities at my job have changed and
I will not be able to continue as Chapter
President after this year. With any group it is
wise and necessary to change the
leadership periodically to keep things fresh
and interesting. I plan to remain active in
the Chapter and I look forward to the new
ideas that a new President will bring to the
group. I want to thank all of you for the
support and confidence you have shown
me, and I am certain our new leader will be
as grateful for your assistance and
encouragement as I am.

GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing!

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many
features worth taking a look at.
Ask about our Winter Rates!

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

Lars asks, “Why do scuba divers always fall backwards off their boats?”

To which Ole replies: “If they fell forward, they’d still be in the boat.”



Tournament will be a one-day event scheduled for July 13, 2013 out of Platte Creek.
July 14, 2013 will be bad weather day. There will be a limit of 50 teams. One team member 
must be a current member of SD Walleyes Unlimited.

There will be a supper buffet at 5:30 pm on July 13 at the Platte Creek Store for all
participants. The meal (sandwiches and salads) is included in the entry fee. 

The entry fee will be $60.00 per 2-person team. Any team that has more than two members
will pay an extra $10.00 per extra team member. Applications must be received by July 7, 
2013. No applications will be accepted after July 7, 2013.

Submit your completed application along with your check or money order to South Dakota 
Walleyes Unlimited, PO Box 89514, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9514.

Fishing hours will be from 7 am to 4 pm. The rules meeting will be at 6:45 am at the boat dock. 

This will be a 100% payback tournament (less cost of supper). 
 

Return Application and Payment to
South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited 

PO Box 89514 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9514 

Call Woody Tiggelaar at (605) 351-7412 with any questions.

Application for Sioux Empire Walleyes Unlimited Tournament

Please Print Legibly!

Member’s Name ___________________________________________

Partner’s Name ____________________________________________

Extra Partner’s Name _______________________________________

Member’s Home Phone ______________________________________

Member’s Work/Cell Phone __________________________________
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LeRoy Huntimer
The SDWU Empire Chapter Walleye

Tournament is scheduled for July 13, 2013
at Platte Creek. The entry fee is $60.00 per
team (2 person) with an additional $10.00
per person above the 2 teammembers. The
club has secured another larger tent for
shelter for the meal and refreshments after
a day of fishing. The Platte Creek Store has
consistently provided a great meal for the
tournament and this year should be the
same. This is a great event to interact with
your fellow anglers; the fishing has been
great this year for the Platte area.

Please don’t delay. Send in your
application for this year’s event through July
7th or until the tournament fills. Sign up
now. For more information, please call
Woody at 351-7412 or LeRoy at 201-7747.

SDWU Empire Chapter
Walleye Tournament

“GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE”
(605) 224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

1440 N. Garfield Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!

Jeff Decker
Each year

SDWU offers
five $500
scholarships to
SDSU students.
Recipients of
the scholarships
this year were
presented their
award by Jeff
Decker and
Darrel Solberg
at the Buffalo
Banquet in
Brookings.

Recipients were (l to r) Matthew Phayvanh, Rachel Portwood, October Greenfield,
Matthew Perrion. Not pictured is Kelsey Bedford.

SDWU Scholarship Recipients
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2013 Calendar of Events
RCAC =Rapid City Area Chapter SEAC = Sioux Empire Area Chapter CSDC = Central SD Chapter

CHAPTER DATE EVENT INFORMATION

SEAC July 13, 2013 Sioux Empire Chapter Platte Creek
Walleye Fishing Tournament

CSDC 3rd week July 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC July 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week August 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC August 21, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week September 2013 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)
SEAC September 18, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC October 15, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC November 19, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week November 2012 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC December 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week December 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

Jeff Decker
Sales Engineer

Division of Industrial Technologies

Office: 402-330-5831 10301 South 152nd Street
Mobile: 402-980-3129 Omaha, NE 68138 USA
Toll Free: 800-422-4247 jeffrey.decker@irco.com

Total Air Systems • Rotary Screw/Reciprocating Compressors
Air Dryers

Soo Sports Has Moved to Our New Building & Location
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited
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The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk, SD • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

Remember to Renew Your SDWU Membership
Lee Jensen, Membership Coordinator

March 31 was the end of the South
Dakota Walleyes Unlimited membership
year. If you have not renewed, please use
the enclosed envelope to send in the $25
membership for 2013.

Your membership is important. Why?

• Your membership is your voice on issues
important to our sport.

• SDWU is the largest organized fishing
group in the State of South Dakota.

• All monies raised stay within our
borders.

• SDWU is actively involved with state and
local GF&P’s.

• SDWU contributes to
o Provide and improve public access
o Lakes and river projects
o Scholarships in Fisheries and

Wildlife Science at SDSU
• SDWU sponsors youth to Bob Marshall

Camp
• SDWU hosts

o Kids Fishing Days

o Miracle Kid’s Network
• SDWU is your opportunity to have

strength in numbers.
• SDWU helps to accomplish common

interest goals and objectives that are
important to the State of South Dakota.

As you can see, your membership does
make a difference!

If you have already renewed, please
hand the membership envelope to a fishing
buddy and ask him to join.

Thanks for your support!

Everyone should believe in something; I believe I’ll go fishing.
– Henry David Thoreau
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Bike Giveaway
Brian Fowlds

The Fishing Crew Event held May 5,
2013 on Lake Francis Case at Platte, SD was
a hit with the local boys and girls. The
Fishing Crew and a group of anglers, with
help from The Platte Chamber of
Commerce, organized the giveaway.
Approximately 30 boys and girls were
present at the weigh-ins for the drawing for
their chance to win five girl bikes and five
boy bikes.

Special thanks go out to Rocky
Niewenhuis with Farm Bureau Insurance of
Corsica, SD, Mike Dorris with Farm Bureau
Insurance of Madison SD and the Lake Area
Walleye Club of Madison, SD, Darin Lewin
with Torrey Lake Lodge, Brian Fowlds with
Midwest Land Surveying, Inc., Steve

Alverson with Alverson Masonry, Jeremy
Jones with Jones Construction, Mark
Schoenfelder and Greg Girard with Big Bite
Outdoors. These anglers and their
businesses purchased the bikes through
Lieuwin’s Hardware in Platte SD.

Sioux Empire Chapter
Contribution to SDWF
Youth Conservation Camp

Jeff Decker
The Sioux Empire Chapter

contributed $1200 toward
sponsorship of the South Dakota
Wildlife Youth Conversation Camp in
the Black Hills. Charles Rokusek of the
Camp Committee offered these words
of gratitude for the contribution.

Jeff Decker and Walleyes,
Thank you for your continued

support of the SDWF Youth Cons.
Camp in the Sioux Empire area. Your
sponsorship of $1200 will help us meet
the demand of financial support in
sending students to this camp.
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We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."

Complete Auto & Boat Detailing
FREE Pick up and Delivery

10% Discount
for Walleye Unlimited Members

Call Dave
201 N. Harlem Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605/336-9575

SDWF Youth Conservation Camp
Jordyn Vaughn (2013 camp attendee)

I have attended Camp Bob Marshall's
Youth Wildlife Conservation camp for two
summers in a row now. The organization
and the concept itself are so inspiring.
Nearly everyone is a volunteer and devotes
those days to teaching us kids about the
importance of wildlife and how it interacts
with our lives everyday, whether we know it
or not. The amount of activities and classes
they fit into those six days are so worth the
early mornings and late nights. During this
camp I learned about Dutch Oven Cooking,
Archery, Electro-shocking fish, and even
visited the National Grasslands in Buffalo
Gap for the first time. This year they offered
a wider variety of classes which were
enjoyed by everyone. Other classes include
black powder shooting, handguns,

shotguns, turkey hunting, deer hunting,
birding, photography, hiking, canoeing,
geo-cashing and many more. We visited the
Fish Hatchery and Outdoor Campus in
Rapid City. We saw Mt. Rushmore and went
on different hikes throughout Custer State
Park. We spent the majority of every day
outside enjoying the wilderness and even
when we were back at camp, there was
volleyball, tetherball, Frisbee, golf and, of
course, fishing.

This camp helps people connect on a
personal level; the friendships, memories
and laughs everyone shares are priceless.
Since I live right here in West River and see
this environment everyday of my life, it is
such a great feeling to meet new people
from East River who see the Black Hills for
the first time. The cabins are big enough to
hold up to twelve people and the camp can

hold up to 120 kids, so there is always a
friend to make no matter who you are.
Everyone over the last two years has been so
friendly. It's like we became one big family
with room for so many more to join. I
couldn't even count the friends I have made
over the past two summers. This camp
attracts great people, and we all get to
experience the outdoors together, everyday.

This year was the 50th anniversary of the
camp and we definitely celebrated. I hope
there are 50 more years so my children can
experience this wonderful organization. The
entire staff, all of the people and businesses
that volunteer are great, and this camp
could not run without them. I would like to
thank everyone who was involved and
made my week at Camp Bob Marshall so
unforgettable. I can’t wait for more
summers at this camp.
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Michael Johnson
The Rapid City Area Chapter enjoyed an excellent

turnout of volunteers at Major Lake June 1st to install a
floating fishing pier. The pier was purchased through Lake
Sharpe Dock Shop of Pierre; owner Kevin Forsch both
delivered it, and directed the installation. The system,
known as “Connect-a-Dock,” was extremely easy to install,
but is capable of supporting an incredible amount of
weight. Two benches of the same composition were
included and will provide anglers with a place to relax
between casts. The installation was also attended by Jason
Gillespie of the Hill City Council, who predicted that the
dock would receive much use at this location. “There are
always kids down here fishing from shore,” he said, and the

enhanced access created by the dock would only generate
more interest. He was correct. The dock was already being
used before the sun set on the same day it arrived.

The project was originally proposed in the fall of 2011 as
part of a grant request to the Resource Allocation
Committee (RAC) of the USFS. The RAC approved funding
for half of the cost of purchase and installation in the spring
of 2012, but local USFS officials have since claimed the
funding is no longer available due to problems in
Washington DC. The RAC pressed on with the project
anyway, and will continue to pursue the USFS to fulfill their
obligation for grant money budgeted last year.

For more pictures of this project, visit our Facebook
Page.

RCAC Installs Fishing Pier Despite
USFS Budgetary Conflicts

DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff
Ave. & 60th St. N.

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum
Welding on Your Boat,
Dock or Lift



Thank you for supporting SD Walleyes Unlimited!
Thank you for being a valuable SDWU member! It is time to renew your annual SDWU membership.
Your continued support allows SDWU to accomplish its goals. Our membership year runs from April 1 to
March 31. Members receive quarterly newsletters and other benefits. Our annual membership fee is only
$25.00. PLEASE PRINT – we need your current mailing address, so you receive our newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________

Annual membership: (includes entire family) ______ @ $25.00 $ ________

Total remitted: $________

SDWU is recognized by the IRS as a public charity under IRC Sec. 501(c)(3).
Your membership fee is tax deductible as a charitable contribution

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited.

Send checks to: SDWU OR SDWU OR SDWU
PO Box 89514 PO Box 9574 PO Box 655
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9515 Rapid City, SD 57709 Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Thanks again for your support! If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please

indicate where your interests lie. Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member

Fishing Tournament _______, Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly

meetings) ______, Other _________________

MISSION STATEMENT: SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to
preserving, protecting, and improving fisheries in the state of South Dakota. We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education, conservation,
activism, and fiscal responsibility to ensure opportunity, access and habitat for anglers of all
ability levels.
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