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Jeff Decker, President
How fortunate we are within SDWU to

have individuals within all chapters that give
unselfishly of their time with no consideration
that they would rather be doing something
else. Jay Jacobson a Sioux Empire chapter
member has been involved with “Fishing Has
No Boundaries” since 1988. This involves
giving folks with special needs of all ages the
opportunity to go fishing. Jay and a few hardy
volunteers have started a chapter in South
Dakota and are planning their first “Fishing
Has No Boundaries” for August 2013. More
information coming soon. Thank you Jay!

SDWU across the state is off to a very busy
summer season, with involvement from Bob
Marshall Camp, Kids fishing day in Pierre, to
Fishing tournament and members picnic in

Sioux Falls. You truly would have to leave the
state of South Dakota to not be involved in an
SDWU event.

Scheels event in Sioux Falls was held June
8th, 9th and 10th. The Sioux Empire Chapter
booth generated a lot of interest again this
year. The SDWU sponsored fish aquarium was
on-site and filled with an excellent assortment
of Native South Dakota Fish, thanks to Brian
Blackwell of the Region III fishery. This year
Scheels also donated 4- $25 gift cards to our
booth which during the weekend folks could
register to win.

As members of SDWU please remember
to patronize the sponsors that you see in this
newsletter. They support us, so let’s support
them.

Have a Great Summer, Happy Fishing.

Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News

Jeff Decker

100% Payback Sioux Empire
Fishing Tournament at Platte Creek

July 14th is the day of this year’s
tournament at Platte Creek. Rules meeting
at 6:45 AM, fishing will officially start at 7:00
AM and will continue until 4:00 PM.
Following the Tournament will be a pulled
pork barbeque supper which is included in
your entry fee.

Deadline for registering for this
tournament was July 1st. No exceptions!

We’ll see those of you who registered at
Platte Creek on July 14th. Good Luck….

Picnic for SDWU Sioux Empire
Chapter Members

July 18th is the date set for the annual
Sioux Empire Chapter picnic. Nothing
needed for you to bring except hardy
appetite and the desire for good fellowship

with other SDWU members.
• Location: Outdoor Campus/Sertoma
Park under the Picnic shelter
• Time: 6 – 8 PM
• Menu: Hot Dogs, Burgers, Salads,
Refreshments and all the trimmings for a
Picnic faire.

Outdoor University -
Families and Friends

Bring Family and Friends to the Outdoor
Campus/Sertoma Park in Sioux Falls for a
day of Games, Prizes, and outdoor activities
including kayaking, canoeing, archery, BB
guns, outdoor cooking and geocaching.You
will also have the opportunity to meet local
conservation officers, biologist and South
Dakota Walleyes Unlimited members.

Age: Families; all ages
Date: Saturday August 4th
Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
No Pre-registration is required

Upcoming Events for the Sioux Empire

Scholarship
winners from
Buffalo
Banquet which
was April 19,
2012. Darrel
Solberg,
Morgan
Hoffman,
Rebecca
Willprecht, Tyler
Sexton, Jacob
Lindgren, and
Jeff Decker.
Not pictured:
Luke Leischner.

SDWU Scholarship Winners
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“GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE”

(605) 224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com
1440 N. Garfield Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Central South Dakota Chapter President’s News
Bret Afdahl, President

Last weekend, June 8-10, brought a
unique event to many kids in the Pierre
area. The first annual Kid’s Fishing
Weekend was held at Down’s Marina in
Pierre and was sponsored and put on by
many local individuals, businesses, GF&P,
and the Pierre chapter of SDWU. This event
was spearheaded by Doug Iverson and Ken
Steiner of Pierre and much of the
organizational work done by the staff at
Capital Motors with assistance from SD
GF&P. A complete list of sponsors can be
found at the following link:
http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/kids-
fishing-weekend/

The goal of this event was simple; get
kids out on the water. The format for this
event was equally as simple; pair less
experienced anglers with others that can
show them how and where to fish. On
Friday evening every youth participant was
given a rod and reel, a bag of tackle, a
water bottle, hat, shirt, etc. and was
introduced to his or her “guide” for the
next day. Then on Saturday local anglers

took at least 2 kids per boat out on the
water for 3 hours of fishing on Lake Sharpe
either in the morning or afternoon. In
addition to boaters, at least 1 additional
adult volunteer went out in each boat to
help bait hooks, net fish, and otherwise
ensure that the kids had a great time. Over
120 kids participated. Many fish were
caught, prizes given away and hot dogs and
brats eaten on Saturday. It was simply
amazing to see all of the kids running
around with big smiles on their faces telling
their parents or friends about all of the fish
they had caught.

Plans are already underway to make this
an annual event with even larger turnout
expected for next year. A special thanks to
the following SDWU members in the Pierre
area that helped make this event possible;
Dugan Peterson, Paul Lepisto, Roger and
Steven Novotny, Bill Englehart, Peggy
Severson, Dwane Russell, Gary Kafka, Kevin
Merrill, Doug Iverson, and Melissa Afdahl
(for helping me take 2 wonderful 10 year old
twin girls out on the water; unfortunately
now she thinks we need a girl or two,

yikes!). To the other members that I have
no doubt overlooked, thank you and I look
forward to meeting you.

A few of the many photos of this event
are included in this newsletter to show
exactly what kind of an impact it had on
these kids. The words in this article can do
it no justice. The Capital Journal ran a nice
story about the event which can be found
on page 3 of this newsletter.

Our Chapter is also in the final stages of
preparing for our 3rd Lake Sharpe Cleanup
which is set to take place on July 11. This
would be our 4th Annual cleanup if not for
the flooding events of last year which
forced us to cancel last year’s event but will
no doubt provide us with plenty of debris
for this year’s. As we did 2 years ago, a fish
fry will follow the event as soon as the
debris is safely on shore at Down’s Marina.
Thank you to those that have helped and to
those that have not yet had the chance,
please give some of your precious time to
have an impact on others around you, it is
worth every minute!

Make-A-Wish Day at Cabela’s
We are hosting a great community event

here at our store on July 28. It will be a fun
filled day and 100% of our proceeds will
support Make-A-Wish of South Dakota. Our
goal is to raise $5,000+ and grant a wish of
a child living right here in our community!

Feel free to pass this information along.
Thank you for your support!

MAKE-A-WISH DAY
Saturday, July 28th, 2012
Hosted by: Cabela’s

9 AM: 5K Run and Walk. (Registration
begins at 8 AM). FEE: $25 / $35 Day of Race.
FREE Cabela’s T-Shirt, Goodie Bag and
Employee Discount Card given to all race
participants

11AM – 3PM: FREE Children’s Activities
Which Include; Fishing on the Pond,
Outdoor Inflatables, Archery Shooting, Yard
Games & Prizes!

Registration forms can be picked up at
Cabela’s or by emailing Shannon Hagen at

Shannon.Hagen@cabelas.com
Additional questions can be directed to

Jen Johnston, Event Coordinator at 605-
996-0337 ext. 8046 or by emailing Jen at ,
Jennifer.Johnston@cabelas.com
100% of our proceeds will benefit Make-A-
Wish of South Dakota, help us make one
child’s wish come true!

If you are interested in a sponsorship
opportunity please let Jen know.
Sponsorships start at as little as $50.
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Unique event offers South Dakota kids new opportunity;
Weekend fishing produces proud first-time anglers
Nick Lowrey

Thirteen-year-old Dominic Howard
caught his first walleye Saturday afternoon,
a feat that was closely followed by his 11-
year-old brother Christian.

That was the point of the first South
Dakota Kids Fishing Weekend, held this
past Saturday and Sunday at Downs Marina.
More than 110 kids from around the state
were given the opportunity to go fishing,
many for the first time, on 24 boats
captained by experienced volunteer
anglers. The fishing time was divided into
three shifts of three hours each two on
Saturday and one on Sunday. Saturday also
saw a cook out for the kids and their
families at the marina.

Dominic and Christian live in Pierre and
are students at Georgia Morse Middle
School. Until this year they really hadn’t
been introduced to fishing. That changed
when their mom’s friend started taking
them out to the small reservoirs on the Fort
Pierre National Grasslands this spring.

Christian caught the first keeper of many
Saturday afternoon, a 16-inch walleye.

“Fishing is fun,” Dominic said.
The kids fishing weekend was the brain

child of Pierre resident Doug Iverson, who is
also one of the key sponsors of the youth
goose hunt held in the fall. He grew up in
Brookings and said that in his youth the
chance to go fishing on the Missouri River
was always something to get excited about.
It was that same excitement that he wanted
to offer through the Kids Fishing Weekend.
Iverson said that while there are many
existing programs that introduce kids to
fishing, they are all shore based.

“I see so many kids living out here that
don’t have the opportunity to get out on
the river,” Iverson said. “We wanted to take
it to the next level.”

The fishing was uncomplicated on
Dominic and Christian’s boat, just a bottom
bouncer dropped over the side with a two
hook night crawler rig attached. It was
effective, though. By the end of their three-

hour trip the pair had caught 12 keepers,
one of which was 18 inches long. They also
caught many others that were too small to
keep. The weather played along as well. It
was warm and sunny, with a light but steady
breeze.

“I think everybody caught fish,” said
Ken Steiner a volunteer boat captain and
one of the people who helped put the
event together.

Each of the kids who took part in the
fishing weekend received around $200
worth of gear, including a fishing rod and
reel combo, a hat and t-shirt and a water
bottle among many other things. All of this
was donated by the event’s many sponsors.
The Game, Fish and Parks Department
provided quite a bit of help as well by
supplying youth-sized life jackets, a website
for the event and by bringing a portable
aquarium full of fish native to South Dakota
in order to educate the kids.

“Game Fish and Parks really stepped
up,” Iverson said.

When they got back to Downs Marina,
Dominic and Christian couldn’t wait to line
their catch up on the cleaning station’s
picture rack. Surrounded by other
successful young anglers, they were only
interested in how to get out and do more
fishing.

According to Iverson last weekend’s
event was the first of many. He wants to
make the Kid’s Fishing Weekend an annual
event.

“It’s not all about limits. Look at the kids
and their smiling faces, that’s what it’s about
for me.”

Game, Fish and Parks fisheries biologist Bob
Hanten spent the morning of June 9 teaching
kids about South Dakota’s native fish species.

Christian (left) and Dominic Howard display their
catch at Downs Marina.

We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."
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The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s
#1 On The Water

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

Rapid City Area Chapter Kid’s Fishing Day 2012
Mike Johnson, President

“What do you say?” prompted the
parents of numerous timid children.

“Thank-you” they responded.
So went the day as 182 children signed

up for the 7th annual Kid’s Fishing Day at
Roosevelt Park on June 23rd. The RCAC
teamed up with Cabelas again this year to
put the event together. Cabelas graciously
provided 160 Zebco 33 combos and the
bait, while SDWU provided the lunch
afterward. Volunteers from both
organizations handed out fishing poles and
bait cups, baited hooks, untangled lines,
adjusted bobbers, removed and cleaned
fish, and provided instruction while the
children swarmed the shoreline in the
summer heat. Many of the children
attending brought their poles from last

year’s give-a-way to participate again this
year.

Small, soft-sided tackle-boxes
purchased by RCAC were awarded for
largest, smallest, and most fish caught in 2
age categories separated between 7 and
younger and 8 and older. Cabelas and
SDWU also donated prizes to be handed
out randomly. Black Hawk Marine acquired
t-shirts, caps, and other items from Lund,
Ranger and Mercury that were also given
away to the kids. Fishing was great for
some, tougher for others – much as it is for
many anglers of all age categories on any
body of water on any given day. However,
all the kids enjoyed a great day outside
fishing in the sunshine. My thanks to
everyone that helped make this wonderful
occasion a huge success again this year.

Central Chapter Kid’s Fishing Day 2012
Bret Afdahl, President

The inaugural Kid’s Fishing Weekend was
a smash success and went off without a hitch.
Over 110 kids were provided fishing rods,
tackle, clothing, etc. and were taken out on
the water and treated to 3 hours of great
fishing. Here is an article from the Capital
Journal: http://www.capjournal.com/news/
unique-event-offers-south-dakota-kids-new-

opportunity-weekend-fishing/article_
daf16db0-b44b-11e1-8556-0019bb2963f4.html

A special thanks to those that helped
prepare for the event:
• Dugan Peterson
• Paul Lepisto

And to those that took kids out on the water:
• Roger and Steven Novotny
• Bill Englehart

• Peggy Severson
• Dwane Russell
• Gary Kafka
• Kevin Merrill

If I missed anyone on the above list, I
apologize. All intentions are to make this
an annual event and with over 100 kids in
year 1, I fully expect to see even higher
turnout next year as word spreads.

People arrived as early as 7:00 am for the event
which was advertised from 9 am–Noon.

Participants line the shore of Roosevelt Pond for
the 7th Annual Kid's Fishing Day in Rapid City.
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Central Chapter Kid’s Fishing Day Photos
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Soo Sports Has Moved to Our New Building & Location
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

2012 Cast for Kids at Angostura Reservoir
Loren Kasuske, Vice President

On Tuesday June 12th my oldest daughter,
Kaitlyn and I participated in the annual Cast for
Kids event at Angostura Reservoir near Hot
Springs SD. The annual event is sponsored by
both local and national companies and is
geared around taking children fishing that
normally don’t have the opportunity to go
fishing. Cast for Kids, US Dept of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation, SDGFP, Starbucks,
Zebco, Common Cents, Family Thrift, Coco
Cola, SD Walleyes Unlimited RC Chapter, Black
Hills Anglers, Cabela’s, Plano, Club for Boys
and Sonny’s Super Foods are just a few of the
great sponsors involved in this year’s event.
Without these great sponsors and the many
men and women that give of their time and
equipment this event would not be possible. I
would personally like to thank everyone
involved in this event as I feel this is one of the
most rewarding things our chapter is involved
in. The boys that fished with us could not
believe the rod and reel, tackle box complete
with some basic fishing gear was theirs to
keep. They kept asking who paid for these
things so I tried to explain what a sponsor was
but am not really sure they fully understood.
This is the second year that I have participated
in this event and is one of the main reasons I
feel so strongly about the SD Walleyes
Unlimited organization and what we are all
working toward. For me to see the smile on
someone’s face that would not normally be
able to go fishing is priceless. I, like many of
you grew up in a family that fished, sometimes
forget that not everyone has this opportunity.
This year we had the opportunity to take 2
young boys fishing with us that had fished
before but did not get to go out in a boat on a
regular basis to fish. Neither of their families

have boats so they enjoyed the day fishing
from the boat and asking questions about the
boat and its gear and what it is used for. I now
know how my dad felt when he took me
fishing!!! They were great kids and we had a
great time on the water and during the awards
luncheon with them.

There were approx 10 boats with 15
volunteers, approx 25 volunteers working on
shore and 20 children from the local Club for
Boys participating in this year’s event. The
boats and volunteers were from local fishing
chapters and state and federal organizations.
We started the day with introductions to the
boys, got them each a T-shirt, hat, tackle box
and rod and reel, took their picture and then
fitted them with life vests, put on some
sunscreen, loaded up some cold drinks, bait
and their fishing gear and hit the water. We
spent a couple hours on the water and
watched the boys catch walleye, bass, carp,
sunfish and catfish. They did not really care
what kind of fish was on the end of the line but
just enjoyed reeling them in. We showed them
how to tie some basic knots, land a fish with a
landing net, properly release a fish back into
the water and what some of the different gear
was in their tackle boxes and what it was used
for. When we were done fishing everyone was
treated to a great meal of hamburgers and
brats and then each child was given a plaque
with their picture on it and the event name and
date. Each child was recognized to the crowd
and we talked about the different fish they
caught and the events of the day on the water.
At the end of the day we took a group picture,
the children thanked us again and then were
loaded up on the bus and they headed out.
The volunteers said our goodbyes to Art and
his crew from Cast for Kids and then headed

home. If you are interested in the event I would
suggest checking out the following web site
for more details, www.castforkids.org.

As Kaitlyn and I were cleaning up the boat
after we got home I could not help but think of
how fortunate most of us are and how
important fishing is to me and my family so I
would encourage us all to take the time to take
a kid fishing. I am sure glad my parents did!

On Tuesday June 12th I went with my dad to
the annual C.A.S.T for Kids event for the
first time and it definitely won’t be the last.
I had an awesome time at this event
watching kids, some who have never been on
a boat before, catch fish for the first time. It
was just a thrill seeing the smiles on their
faces and when they would start yelling "I
got a fish!" and then bring it over to me or
my dad, with pride in their eyes to unhook it.
Even after we were off the boats the kids
still wanted to fish off the docks and kept
asking if we could go back out on the boat to
fish some more. Most kids didn't want to
stop fishing to even eat lunch or get their
plaques. I unhooked so many fish that day
my hands started to hurt a little bit but it
was well worth it as long as I got to show
some kids how much fun you can have fishing.
I would do it over again in a heartbeat. Even
the kids that didn't catch a fish said how
much fun they had and said they couldn't
wait to come back next time. As a teenager,
who is growing up in a family where we go
fishing a lot, it's nice to share that privilege
with others who don't get to go fishing a lot
or even at all. This event was so much fun
and I can't wait to do it again next year!

– Kaitlyn Kasuske
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Auto l Home l Life l Business l College l Retirement

I make
insurance simple.SM

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+ *, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services M083-ML-BC (2-12)

Rocky Niewenhuis
285 Main Street

Corsica, SD 57328
800-572-6752

Mike Johnson
Every year as part of the SDWF Youth

Conservation Camp at Camp Bob Marshall
20 kids are selected at random to
participate in 2 days of fishing at Angostura
Reservoir. Ten kids are driven by Camp
Counselors each day to the lake where
experienced anglers take them on their
boats to encounter a different kind of
fishing. The RCAC has provided volunteers
for this event for as many years as the club
has existed, and 2012 was no exception. On
June 6th and 7th there were 4 boats from
SDWU and 2 from the GF&P to take the
kids and counselors out on the water for a
very productive day. The kids tried different
techniques including trolling spinner rigs
with bottom bouncers, casting spoons, and
pitching or vertically fishing jigs. They
fished for Walleye, Smallmouth Bass,
Crappie, Bluegill and Northern Pike.
Harvested fish were cleaned by the same
volunteers and taken back to Camp Bob
Marshall to be prepared for the camp
participants.

I was able to get time away from work
this year to attend and was very privileged
to take 2 girls fishing with me each day.

Miranda was a camp counselor and will be
attending SDSU’s Wildlife and Fisheries
Sciences program this fall. Her goal is to
become a Conservation Officer with the
GF&P. She was very intrigued with the
scholarships SDWU sponsors in her field of
study at SDSU. The other young lady was
contemplating a biology major, but had not

decided to what end she would apply this
course of study. I particularly enjoyed
fishing with 16-year-old Taylor, whose dad
owns a bait shop in Sioux Falls. She was a
very good angler and a lot of fun to be
around. She was also very helpful and
supportive to her 14-year-old friend who
did not share Taylor’s familiarity with fishing.

The most rewarding part of the
experience was when several of the kids
said that Angostura was their favorite part
of the camp. Considering how many
activities they participate in, and what a
wonderful experience the camp is overall,
this is quite a compliment. It is hard not to
come away a little inspired and a little
humbled when you are given an
opportunity to witness the enthusiasm of
these kids for the outdoors. It reaffirms my
belief that there is a next generation of
sportsmen and women out there that will
continue to appreciate the awesome
resources we all enjoy here in South
Dakota. Each of the kids I took with me
expressed their thanks for taking them
fishing, but I think I owe them a bigger
thank-you for allowing me to be a part of
their adventure.

SDWF Conservation Camp Kids Fish Angostura

Any student in the 9th, 10th, or 11th grade who
is in the upper half of their class scholastically
and is interested in conservation as a hobby or
vocation is eligible to attend.

These photos are from Bob Marshall
Conservation Camp, which is held in the Black
Hills. SDWU Rapid City Area Chapter provided
boats to take campers out fishing. Fish were
caught both days by everyone and the weather
was fantastic.
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Mark Mattison and his grandchildren

Boating Safety Emphasized by Game, Fish and Parks
GFP

PIERRE, S.D. – Water temperatures are
warming in South Dakota, and boaters
typically begin to take to the water in
greater numbers as the July Fourth holiday
approaches.

In an effort to help keep those boaters
safe on South Dakota’s public waters, the
Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP)
will step up its efforts over the next few
weekends to conduct boating safety checks
across the state.

“While GFP conservation officers
routinely conduct boating safety checks
during much of the year, these stepped up
efforts are being made as part of a
nationwide boating safety campaign in
conjunction with the National Association
of Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA),”
said Brandon Gust, GFP boating safety
coordinator.

Before heading onto the water this
summer, Gust encourages boaters to take a
close look at their fire extinguishers, life
jackets, throwable seat cushions and other
equipment to be sure they’re in good
working condition. “The best way to
prevent an unwanted tragedy on the water
is to be prepared.”

If boaters are uncertain what safety
equipment they are required to have
onboard, Gust suggests that they pick up a
copy of the South Dakota Boating
Handbook at the nearest GFP Office, state
park, GFP-license outlet or by going online
at http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/
boating/

The following list of required safety
equipment serves as a quick reference, but
Gust suggests that boaters take a few

minutes to review other safety regulations
in the South Dakota Boating Handbook.
The majority of boats in South Dakota are
required to carry:
• One U.S. Coast Guard-approved
wearable, properly sized personable
flotation device for each person aboard
• One U.S. Coast Guard-approved
throwable type flotation device (seat
cushion or ring buoy) for vessels 16 feet or
longer
• One U.S. Coast Guard-approved fire
extinguisher of B-1 type or larger for vessels
with enclosed gas compartments

While state regulations require that
children under the age of seven must wear
their life jackets anytime a boat is moving
on the water at ‘greater than no-wake
speed,’ Gust encourages parents to have all
children wear life jackets. Gust also
emphasizes that parents should check to be
sure each child has a properly sized
lifejacket to ensure it doesn’t come off
when they jump into the water.

“Of course, it goes without saying that
life jackets will not keep anyone afloat,
young or old, if they’re not wearing them,”
said Gust.

Boating accidents present a special
safety concern, and Gust asks that boaters
be especially mindful when other boats are
present.

“Many times we see boat accidents that
involve inexperienced operators, but
careless or reckless operators present a
problem for everyone,” he said.

Finally, Gust asks that boat operators do
their part to make for a safe outing and limit
alcohol consumption.

“The safety of everyone aboard a boat

depends on having a sober and competent
boat operator,” he said. “While open
containers of alcohol are allowed in boats,
we want to ensure that each boat has a
designated sober operator at all times.”

When the temperatures warm each
spring, the Missouri River Recovery
Program (MRRP) team prepares for pallid
sturgeon broodstock collection and
monitoring. The annual broodstock
collection effort obtains mature wild
pallids in reproductive condition for use in
our hatchery program. Utilizing wild
pallids assures that the hatchery produced
fish maintain the existing genetic makeup
of the population. These efforts ensure
the endangered pallid sturgeon does not
become extinct.

This year collection crews faced
challenges due to increased competition
from small fish that were stealing bait off
lines intended for pallid sturgeon. This has
been attributed to the Flood of 2011
creating conditions where greater
numbers of young fish were produced
and survived, especially catfish. To work
around the problem of lost bait, many
broodstock collection agencies changed
tactics and left bait lines out for shorter
periods of time. While a number of
Missouri River pallid sturgeon were
caught, only a small number will be bred
and have their young marked and
released.

Summer Field
Season Has Begun
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Complete Auto & Boat Detailing
FREE Pick up and Delivery

10% Discount
for Walleye Unlimited Members

Call Dave
201 N. Harlem Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605/336-9575

Sioux Empire
Meeting Schedule

July 18 (Wednesday)

August 22 (Wednesday)

September 19 (Wednesday)

October 16

November 20

December 18

in the theater from 7–9 PM

Platte Creek Updates
Jeff Decker

Mark Mattison offered an update
on the Platte Creek amenities at the
Sioux Empire monthly meeting on
June 19th.
• New comfort station has been
installed and is fully functional
• Courtesy Dock is in place and has
relieved a lot a pressure from the off-
loading areas allowing for a smoother
and safer experience.
• Parking Lot is expected to have the
new drainage system and to be Chip
Sealed later this summer.

Additional updates to this area are
forth coming. Thank you Mark for
championing this on behalf of SDWU.

GFP Commission Adopts
Emergency Rule To Battle
Spread Of Asian Carp
GFP

PIERRE, S.D. – The Game, Fish and
Parks Commission met by teleconference
on Monday to adopt an emergency rule
governing the taking of bait in South
Dakota waters.

The rule change closes the East
Vermillion River, West Vermillion River,
and Firesteel Creek below Lake Mitchell
to the commercial taking of bait and
taking of bait by anglers.

The change was brought to the
Commission by GFP fisheries staff as
another way to battle the spread of
invasive aquatic nuisance species in
South Dakota. Asian carp are currently
present below Gavin’s Point Dam on the
Missouri River and are spreading
throughout the James River, Big Sioux
River, and Vermillion River basins.

“We understand that this action
results in a loss of opportunity for people
who have traditionally taken bait from the
waters on the restricted list,” GFP
Fisheries Chief John Lott said. “However,
it would be irresponsible for Game, Fish
and Parks to allow the continued harvest
of bait from these waters and possibly
spread Asian carp in our state.”

Young Asian carp are similar in
appearance to gizzard shad, and while
anglers may be able to identify an
individual carp they can be hard to notice
when included with many other shiny

silver bait fish seined from a river.”
Lott noted that there is already a rule

in place that prohibits the transport of
gizzard shad, golden shiners, emerald
shiners, and spottail shiners taken as bait
anywhere in South Dakota. Asian carp are
listed as an aquatic nuisance species in
South Dakota and live aquatic nuisance
species may not be transported.

“The spillways on East Vermillion Lake
and Lake Mitchell serve as effective
barriers to upstream migration of Asian
carp as long as people do not move them
above these barriers,” Lott said. “Above
East Vermillion Lake is Lake Thompson
and the East Vermillion River between
these two lakes may be long enough for
Asian carp to successfully reproduce.”

In several areas of the United States
where Asian carp have invaded the
waters, these prolific reproducers have
out-competed more desirable species by
eating available zooplankton so less food
and habitat is available to native and
game fish, meaning fewer of these fish
that hatch have enough food to survive
and grow.

“This is a nationwide challenge to
save our waters from these invasive
species,” Lott said. “In South Dakota we
are committed to preserving our native
and game fish by keeping Asian carp
from spreading.”
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GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing!

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many
features worth taking a look at.

Ask about our Winter Rates!

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

Lake Oahe
Walleye fishing should remain good on Lake Oahe through the

spring of 2012 and into the summer. With the good fishing, questions
remain on the status and health of the food supply in Lake Oahe. South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GF&P) staff began their annual
monitoring of the rainbow smelt population in Lake Oahe during April.
This includes monitoring spawning adults and growth and distribution
of young fish produced this year, losses of fish from the system to
predators and reservoir releases during the summer months, and most
importantly, population estimates at the end of the summer.

Fisheries Program Administrator Geno Adams said, “Monitoring
through lake surveys and angler creel surveys over the next year will
help paint a clearer picture of impacts of high water releases in 2011 on
reservoir fisheries. We know fish moved through these systems, but to
what extent it will affect the sport fisheries remains to be seen.”

GF&P staff began netting for spawning adult rainbow smelt at the
beginning of April and finished in early May. Although adult rainbow
smelt were caught, the numbers of fish and the length of the spawning
run were lower than most previous years. Comparing catches in 2012 to
the last ten years suggests that the 2012 spawn was in the lower 1/3rd
in terms of the length of the spawning season. Hatching conditions
during the egg incubation time frame were mixed. The US Army Corps
of Engineers provided a slow increase in the Lake Oahe water level
during April. This increase is necessary to keep eggs in shallow water
submerged. However, Lake Oahe experienced many high wind events
during April. Waves created by wind stir up the bottom in shallow
areas, which can damage fragile smelt eggs or deposit silt on top of the
eggs, suffocating them. Knowing these factors play a large role in the
success of the smelt spawn, GF&P staff will continue to sample for
young smelt in Oahe in an effort to determine spawning success.

In addition, a Lake Oahe gizzard shad stocking project is underway.
GF&P staff are attempting to bolster Lake Oahe prey fish numbers by
stocking adult, pre-spawn gizzard shad this spring. The objective is for
these fish to spawn in Oahe, providing sport fish with young gizzard
shad as a food resource in localized areas. Past studies have revealed
that when abundant, shad are readily eaten by walleye and other Lake
Oahe fishes. GF&P staff reached their goal of stocking approximately
1,700 shad early in May. As with rainbow smelt monitoring, GF&P staff
will use various tools to monitor the success of the gizzard shad
stocking project.

Lake Sharpe
Fishing has remained good on Lake Sharpe through the spring

of 2012. However, numerous reports of “skinny” fish have been
fielded by South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GF&P) staff.
Although most of the walleye in Lake Sharpe appear healthy, there
are some skinny fish in the system. This is largely due to low gizzard
shad production in 2011 caused by the 2011 flood.

During the flood of 2011, water releases through Oahe dam were
the highest ever recorded. Because the water intake structures for
Oahe Dam are deep below the surface, water released into Lake
Sharpe was very cold. In fact, water temperatures last year were10-
16oF below normal summer water temperatures. These cool water
conditions likely delayed gizzard shad spawning in 2011. Thus, fewer
shad were available as food for sport fish through the winter and
spring. Because of the high number of rainbow smelt passing
through Oahe Dam in 2011, Lake Sharpe sport fish remained healthy
through the summer and fall months despite few available gizzard
shad. Now that the supply of rainbow smelt from Oahe Dam has
been curtailed, the sport fish in Lake Sharpe are beginning to feel
the effects of a lower food supply than most years.

However, the effects of low gizzard shad reproduction in 2011
should be short lived. GF&P staff have spent time on Lake Sharpe
looking for evidence of gizzard shad spawning, with much success.
Initial sampling efforts indicate a strong gizzard shad spawn is taking
place on Lake Sharpe. Gizzard shad spawn in shallow water areas
close to shore. They are frequently observed at Farm Island in
Hipple Lake spawning.

Senior Fisheries Biologist Mark Fincel said, “I have seen first
hand gizzard shad spawning on Lake Sharpe and we have begun to
catch the larval fish in our surveys. Current weather conditions will
likely favor the gizzard shad spawn (warm and sunny) so it is likely
the spawn will last a couple more weeks at least. It is only a matter
of time before we see those fish in the diets of Lake Sharpe sport
fish.”

With a successful gizzard shad spawn on Lake Sharpe, it is likely
these fish will become available as food for sport fish by late June.
Until the food supply increases and water temperatures warm
substantially, we expect fishing to continue to be good on Lake
Sharpe.

GFP Missouri River Fisheries Updates
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DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff
Ave. & 60th St. N.

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum
Welding on Your Boat,
Dock or Lift

GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – At the request of the Lake
Madison Lake Association, Gov. Dennis
Daugaard has implemented a temporary
"no-wake zone" within 300 feet of the shore
on the lake, effective at noon on Friday, May
25, because of a high water level.

The "no-wake zone" allows boats and
other watercraft to operate at higher speeds
on Lake Madison, provided they do so
beyond the perimeter of the protective 300-
foot-zone around the lake shore.

A number of Lake Madison lakeshore
residents approached the Lake Madison Lake
Association expressing concerns about the
potential for additional property damage
caused by boat wakes. High water and brisk
winds have already caused shoreline damage
in several areas. The Lake Madison Lake
Association subsequently asked Department
of Game, Fish and Parks officials to consider
the no-wake request to protect private
property around the lake.

State law gives the Governor authority to
prohibit or restrict recreational use or
navigation on any portion of a river, lake or
stream in order to protect the public peace,
health, or safety. The new order will be in
effect until rescinded by Gov. Daugaard.

"This temporary 'no-wake zone' was put
in place at the request of homeowners who
live on Lake Madison as a means to protect
private property that is now inundated by
high water," said Emmett Keyser, Assistant
Wildlife Director for Game, Fish and Parks.
"Many of these homeowners have
landscaping and other structures that are
under water due to recent heavy rains in the
Lake Madison watershed. Once the lake
elevation drops to a point where private
property will no longer be impacted, we will
request that the 'no wake zone' be
rescinded."

A violation of a public waterway restriction
is a Class 2 Misdemeanor, punishable by up
to 30 days in jail, a fine of $500, or both.

"No-Wake Zone" Established on Lake Madison
to Protect Private Property from DamageBoat Ramp

Project
Underway at
Farm Island
PIERRE, S.D. – Construction crews
will start work Wednesday, June 6,
on a major improvement project at
the west boat ramp at Farm Island
Recreation Area. The project will
improve the existing boat ramp and
add a new parking area.

“Silt build-up from the 2011
flood cut off access from Hipple
Lake to the main channel,” said
District Park Supervisor, Ryan
Raynor. “The improvements to the
West boat ramp will accommodate
boaters who wish to reach the main
channel of the Missouri River from
Farm Island.”

The gravel road that accesses
the West boat ramp and the Farm
Island trailhead on Lewis and Clark
trail will be closed during the
project. The Lewis and Clark Trail
itself will not be affected.

The project will involve heavy
equipment, and for safety reasons,
Raynor asks park users to stay out of
the area during construction.

The project is expected to be
done in early July.

For more information, contact
Farm Island Recreation Area at 605-
773-2885.

GFP
BROOKLYN CENTER, MINN. – Five South
Dakota students have been honored for their
artwork in a contest sponsored by Wildlife
Forever.

The 2012 State-Fish Art Contest winners are:
Mckenzie Struck, Sioux Falls, First Place in the
grades 4-6 division; Nicholas MacConnell, Veblen,
First Place in grades 7-9; Owen Stavick, Veblen,
Second Place in grades 7-9; Hope Loebs, Britton,
Third Place in grades 7-9; and Rebecca Froehlich,
Madison, First Place in grades 10-12.

Winning entries can be seen at
www.statefishart.org along with information on

how to be part of future contests.
State winners have the opportunity to be in

the national contest in June. One work will be
selected as the “Art of Conservation Stamp
Award,” and be reproduced as the 2012 State-
Fish Art Conservation Stamp.

Wildlife Forever is a national not-for-profit
conservation organization. This is the 14th year of
the Fish ArtContest,with agoal of bringing young
people, art and aquatic conservation together.

Educators can use “Fish On!” the full-color
State-Fish Art Lesson Plan, combining the
disciplines of science and art. It can be
downloaded from www.StateFishArt.info..

S.D. Students Honored in State Fish Art Contest
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GFP
CANTON, S.D. – Low water levels in Lake
Lakota at Newton Hills State Park near
Canton have made the boat ramp
unusable.

“Small lightweight boats are still able
to launch on the gravel below the
concrete boat ramp,” said District Park
Supervisor Eric Vander Stouwe. “With the
lack of snow melt and spring rains, Lake
Lakota didn’t fill up this year.
Unfortunately, the water level is going to
remain low this summer unless we get
some good rains in the area. Park visitors
are still able to swim, fish and boat, but
conditions are a little less than favorable.”

Due to the low water at Lake Lakota,
a fish relocation effort is under way to
move valuable game fish, such as
largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill and
perch to other waters in case the lake
goes completely dry.

“We're starting this operation now
because we can still get our boats on the
water and because this is the time of year
these species are more easily caught,”
said Regional Fisheries Manager Todd St.
Sauver.

Once lake levels have recovered, the
fishery at Lake Lakota will be restored as
quickly as possible.

In the meantime, swimming, fishing
and boating are available at nearby Lake
Alvin Recreation Area located four miles
east and one mile north of Harrisburg, off
County Road 135.

For more information contact Newton
Hills State Park at 605-987-2263.

Lake Lakota Low Water
Affecting Lake Use

GFP
FORT THOMPSON, S.D. – Lake Francis
Case, a Missouri River impoundment,
hasn’t seen paddlefish snaggers in nearly
30 years – until this week.

Thanks to successful paddlefish
stocking efforts in the past couple of
decades by the South Dakota
Department of Game, Fish and Parks,
paddlefish snagging has returned to the
lake below Big Bend Dam, near Fort
Thompson.

Paddlefish snagging is being allowed
on the reservoir from May 1 through May
31 (2012) for those anglers lucky enough
to receive tags in a recent drawing. GFP
had more than 2,000 applicants for the
350 available tags in the resident-only
season. Tags were issued by lottery
drawing. In addition, the Lower Brule and
Crow Creek Sioux tribes each issued 25
paddlefish snagging tags.

Annual paddlefish stocking efforts
initiated in the early 1990s have resulted
in good numbers of paddlefish in Lake
Francis Case.

“One of the original goals of our
paddlefish stocking program was to
revive a paddlefish sport fishery,” said
Jason Sorensen, GFP fisheries biologist in
Chamberlain. “Due to the success of our
stockings over the years, we are confident
that conservative harvest from this
paddlefish stock will not have profound
negative implications on the population.”

Paddlefish are a very long-lived
species, and the Lake Francis Case

population has some very mature fish.
There is potential for anglers to harvest
some extremely large paddlefish.

Anglers are reminded that gaffs and
other hooked, penetrating devices may
not be used as an aid when landing
snagged paddlefish.

The season is open reservoir-wide on
Lake Francis Case, and anglers also are
allowed to snag paddlefish in the White
River, from the mouth upstream to the
Highway 47 bridge.

“Since this is the first year of the
season, we cannot be sure where anglers
will concentrate, but most activity will
likely take place in the tail waters below
Big Bend Dam and near the confluence of
the White River,” Sorensen said. “This
season offers a unique opportunity for
anglers to pursue paddlefish in Lake
Francis Case.”

Paddlefish anglers are not allowed to
snag paddlefish from immediately below
the Big Bend Dam powerhouse
downstream to the chain-link fence
(about two-tenths of a mile). Snagging
hours are 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. Anglers
are reminded that they must have valid
South Dakota fishing licenses, paddlefish
snagging permits and paddlefish tags in
their possession while snagging. To
reduce injuries to paddlefish, anglers are
restricted to hook sizes of 2/0 and
smaller.

Biologists will collect information from
anglers and harvested paddlefish during
the season to aid in managing the fishery.

Lake Francis Case Paddlefish
Snagging Season Opens
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GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – Anglers who see or capture
silver or bighead carp outside of the James,
Vermillion and Big Sioux rivers or below
Gavin’s Point Dam are asked to report their
findings to the South Dakota Department
of Game, Fish and Parks.

Anglers may do so online or by calling a
local GFP office.

In an effort to slow the spread of silver and
bighead carp, anglers are reminded that
catching bait below Gavin’s Point Dam on the
Missouri River and in the James, Vermillion and
Big Sioux rivers is now prohibited. While some
anglers will be impacted by the prohibition, it is
a necessary step to keep those undesirable fish
species from continuing to expand their range.

In addition, the Game, Fish and Parks
Department reminds anglers coming to
South Dakota that they may not bring bait
fish into the state, which will help reduce
unwanted introductions of aquatic nuisance

species and fish diseases.
“Anglers are one of the first lines of

defense against the spread of unwanted
species,” said Geno Adams, GFP fisheries
program administrator. “Being aware of
what’s in your bait bucket and making sure
there are no unwanted hitchhikers on your
boat are two ways to help fight the spread
of these harmful species.”

High water levels in eastern South Dakota
rivers in recent years have allowed for the
expansion of silver and bighead carp in those
rivers. Anglers should be aware of the
increased possibility of encountering silver and
bighead carp, often referred to as Asian carp.

An ongoing research project by South
Dakota State University has confirmed that,
in addition to the Missouri River below
Gavin’s Point Dam, those unwanted species
have spread along the entire length of the
James River and portions of the Vermillion
and Big Sioux rivers.

Asian carp were first found in South
Dakota just below Gavin’s Point Dam on the
Missouri River in the late 1990s and began
spreading about a decade ago into
tributaries of the Missouri River – such as
the James River. Both silver and bighead
carp are filter feeders and compete for food
with young game fish, bait fish and native
fish species.

Asian carp can grow to more than 50
pounds and 40 inches in length, and
females of the species are capable of
producing more than one million eggs per
year. Silver carp are known for leaping out
of the water when startled by boat motors –
sometimes injuring boaters.

Along with range expansion, ongoing
research at SDSU is trying to determine the
effects of those undesirable species on aquatic
food sources in eastern South Dakota’s rivers
and also document the extent of natural
reproduction in South Dakota.

Asian Carp Range Increasing in Eastern South Dakota Rivers

GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – Brook Brown, a state Department
of Game, Fish and Parks conservation officer
serving the Hamlin County area, has been
named the 2012 South Dakota Boating Officer
of the Year by the National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators.

"Hamlin County is home to Lake Poinsett,
one of the busiest boating recreation lakes in
the state, and Brook has worked long and
arduous hours to ensure the safety of those
seeking an enjoyable day on the water," said
Brandon Gust, GFP boating law administrator.

The summer of 2011 was a challenging
boating year for Brown. Record high water
levels created tension on Lake Poinsett as

many lakeside residents faced devastating
flood conditions. Lake levels peaked about five
feet above the ordinary high water mark and
remained high throughout the summer.

Gust noted that Brown makes hundreds of
personal contacts with boaters each year to
check on safety requirements. Brown works
with area media to share information on
boating safety, and works with groups and
individuals involved in recreational boating.

"Ensuring the safe use of our great water
resources is an important part of every
conservation officer’s work, especially during
the summer," Gust said. "Brook’s outstanding
work is a fine example of the efforts of our
officers to ensure public safety."

The National Association of State Boating
Law Administrators’ award is presented
annually to the boating law enforcement
officer who has made outstanding
contributions to the field of boating law
enforcement.

The awards program consists of three
levels: state, regional and national. State
nominees are selected by the state boating law
administrator. State nominees move to
regional competition, where they are reviewed,
and one winner per region is selected by the
three regional awards committees. Regional
award winners are submitted to NASBLA’s
Awards Committee for review and selection of
the recipient of the national award.

Brown Named South Dakota GFP Boating Officer of the Year
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GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – Reconstruction of Rosehill
Dam, south of Wessington, is being
delayed because biologists who conducted
a required stream survey of Sand Creek
discovered Topeka shiners in the
watershed.

The Topeka shiner is a federally listed,
endangered minnow species found in
eastern South Dakota's clear, clean prairie
streams.

Rosehill Dam was breached on July 29,
2010, after heavy rainfall.

Discovery of Topeka shiners in Sand
Creek requires the State to enter into a
formal consultation process with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to ensure that no
detrimental effects to the species will occur
if Rosehill Dam is rebuilt. The consultation
process takes about 120 days.

Reconstruction plans may then have to
be modified, and contractors would need

to be selected. Because of the delay, it is
expected that reconstruction of Rosehill
Dam will be rescheduled for the fall of 2013.
It is best to rebuild the dam during late
summer and fall when the amount of water
flowing in Sand Creek is at a minimum.

To learn more about Topeka shiners and
South Dakota’s plan for managing them,
visit h t t p : / / g f p . s d . g o v / w i l d l i f e /
management /p lans / topeka - sh ine r-
plan.aspx

Rosehill Dam Construction Delayed

GFP
PIERRE, S.D. – The South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks Division of Wildlife has
dedicated its annual teamwork service
award to all employees who played a role in
the 2011 Missouri River flood-prevention
and relief efforts.

The Division Excellence in Teamwork
Award is usually given to a specific group of
employees who use coordinated efforts to
accomplish projects. It was deemed in 2011
that the description fits all staff who were
part of the Wildlife Division Missouri River
Flood Response Team.

"The Division of Wildlife mission motto
is ‘Serving People, Managing Wildlife,’ "
Division Director Tony Leif said. "There is a
reason why we put ‘Serving People’ first in
that statement. We put a high priority on
working with the people of our state to
manage our natural resources. I believe the
valiant efforts on the part of our staff during
the flooding of 2011 exemplifies our
commitment to serving South Dakota’s
people."

More than 23,400 hours were expended
to provide relief and support during the
flood period. About 80 GFP staffers

participated in the Pierre/Fort Pierre area
and more than 50 staffers in the Dakota
Dunes area.

Response efforts by Wildlife Division
employees included: staffing at the State
Emergency Operations Center;
transporting sandbags, pumps, vehicles,
boats and other flood-related materials;
signing, inspection, security and wildlife
control for levees; search and rescue teams;
assisting homeowners on fish kill and
disposal issues; coordinating water closures
with the Governor’s Office.

GFP Division Of Wildlife Honors Employees For Flood Relief Efforts

Rapid City Area Chapter President, Mike Johnson, Vice President Loren Kasuske, Brenda Johnson show their catch from the Cheyenne River Arm of Oahe.



Please Join Us in SD Walleyes Unlimited!
By joining SDWU, your membership allows us to accomplish our goals. Our membership year runs
from April 1 to March 31. Members receive quarterly newsletters and other benefits, including
participating in Cabela’s discount days. Our annual membership fee is only $25.00

PLEASE PRINT

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
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All SDWU Members

In an effort to become a better organization and to give

all members a voice, SDWU encourages you to utilize the

website www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org. Many of us are

unable to make the monthly meetings because of

commitments or geography. The website will allow

you to voice your thoughts and to keep up with

the current events of your local chapter.


