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By Mike Johnson

You might think that with a name like
SD Walleyes Unlimited that this group is
about fish, right?  It makes sense… but
you’d be wrong.

SD Walleyes Unlimited is about
education, aquatic nuisances, the health
of our fisheries, boating safety, and the
next generation of anglers. It’s about
protecting the resources that give us so
much enjoyment. It’s about getting
involved and voicing our concerns and
opinions, and contributing to the process.
More than anything else, it’s about people.

Don’t misunderstand me, our members
like to fish. The mission statement of the
group is to preserve, protect and improve
fisheries, and encourage others to do the
same through activism and education. But
SD Walleyes Unlimited is about people,
especially children.

Did you know that since 2005 the Rapid
City Area Chapter has given away over
1,000 rod/reel combos to kids under the
age of 16? Or, that volunteers from our
chapter have taken over 350 kids fishing
on area lakes for the Youth Conservation
Camp & CAST for Kids?

If you combine the efforts of the three
chapters in South Dakota, these numbers
jump to over 3,000 children the group has
directly influenced with organized fishing
events.  I’m not talking about sports
shows, fairs and festivals… I’m talking
direct one-on-one involvement.

Have any of you seen the ADA pier at
American Creek in Chamberlain? Do you
know how it came to be? Fifty kids
presented a petition to the City of
Chamberlain requesting a place to fish and
swim. True story. The Corps of Engineers
responded to a complaint about kids
playing on the boat slips, and because of
Federal guidelines, they had no choice.
Here’s this group of kids playing outside,
they’re fishing and swimming, and Big
Brother tells them they can’t do that
because it’s against the rules. SDWU said,
“That’s not right”. SDWU along with the
help of GF& P, the Corps of Engineers, and
the City of Chamberlain, those kids now
have a place to enjoy the Missouri River.

I mentioned education. Since 2008,

SDWU has awarded $16,000 in
scholarships to students in the Fisheries
and Wildlife Program at South Dakota
State University.

Have any of you seen the mobile
aquarium in the North East Region?
SDWU helped make that happen.

I mentioned conservation. SDWU has
helped to install boat docks and fishing
piers on both ends of the state. We’ve
improved access at under-utilized areas
and urban fisheries. This reduces pressure
on resources by creating opportunities in
less crowded places, and for the next
generation of anglers to have a place that
they can reach. They can walk or bicycle to
where they can fish.

SDWU has participated in the Adopt-a
-Creek program to clean up garbage
along Rapid Creek in Rapid City. In Pierre,
the Central States Chapter has helped to
remove over 13 tons of trash from our
fisheries. That is over 26,000 pounds of
garbage removed from the Missouri River.

And our most recent project: the Rapid
City Area Chapter recently voted to
organize a fundraising effort to purchase a
Remotely Operated Underwater Vehicle
for the first responders in Western South
Dakota.  We have set a goal of $100,000.
We are the largest organized group of
anglers in the state, and we are helping
our emergency agencies acquire this
much-needed piece of equipment.

This is quite a list of accomplishments
for a group not even 15 years old and with
less than 500 members statewide.

So yes, SDWU is a fishing club. Our
members love to fish. But it’s not what we’re
about. We’re a grass roots organization
focused on South Dakota. We raise our own
money. We control our own budget. We
watch what the GF&P does with respect to
our fisheries. We don’t always agree. But,
we respect what the GF&P does to provide
us with the opportunities to pursue our
passion, and we will continue our efforts to
preserve, protect and improve our fisheries
through Education, Conservation, Activism
and Fiscal Responsibility to ensure
Opportunity, Access and Habitat for
anglers of all abilities…because South
Dakota Walleyes Unlimited is about
people.

SDWU Member Addresses
GF&P Commissioners -- Gives
Meaning to What We Do
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Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News
By Brian Bashore
President, Sioux Empire Chapter

It’s been a fast couple of months since I
have taken the reigns of the Sioux Empire
Chapter president and though we have
some things to work through, I see the
potential for this chapter to reach a new
high not only in memberships but in
activities as well.  I work with several non-
profits across the country and one thing I
get asked a lot is, “How do we get the
millennial's engaged with our
organization?”  I wish the answer was
simple, unfortunately, it’s not so easy. In the
society we live in today where resources
and information are at the tip of our fingers
and communication is a lost art as well, as a
young family that is equally as busy mixed
into this equation makes for a perfect
storm.  I, unlike most of my generation,
have a deep passion for conservation and
the outdoors and understand the meaning
of “Natural Resources” and giving back to
those that have left us what we have while
ensuring the future generations a place to
enjoy all the beautiful wild places I have
been blessed to experience. How do we
convey this message to those that just don't
have the time to allocate to such an
organization?  PASSION! You do it through
your passion for the outdoors and create a
compelling reason for them to act upon it.
Time is valuable and we are all strapped for
time in today’s fast paced world.  But we do
need to stop and smell the roses, as they
say, once in a while. Sit back in your boat for
a few minutes on a Saturday morning and
just listen, reflect on what you are doing
and WHY you are able to do such things.

How would you feel if all of this was gone
tomorrow? How would feel if your children
and grandchildren weren't able to enjoy the
same things you have been able to?  

If these are not good enough reasons to
put you into action and want to take a
leadership role in ensuring the future is
secure for not only us, but our children,
then a leadership role may not be right for
you. And that is o.k. Each chapter needs
boots on the ground members willing to do
some of the hard legwork it takes to make
things happen. We also need committee
chairs and participants willing to generate
great ideas and plans of actions for those
ideas. As we move forward in 2016 you may
notice a few new ideas or a few changes
that are slowly taking place. But trust me,
this all has a long-term purpose in the
direction and mission of the SDWU

organization. Change is good and those
not willing to change are not willing to grow
and to develop as mankind has intended. 

We can't make those millennial's get
involved but we can encourage them to
want to be involved. Donating money or
just paying a membership is greatly
appreciated, but we’d rather have you as a
contributing member with ideas and action.
Be a part of the relationship building that
goes on amongst members; which will last
a lifetime. Come join us at a monthly
meeting to see if this is an organization you
would like to join or not. Stop by a booth at
a sport show and visit with a chapter
member or join us at our annual banquet
and see what SDWU is all about. If you're
reading this and can think of a friend that
hasn't joined, bring them to the next event.
It only takes on person to make a
difference, only one great idea put into
action and only one new member to help
ensure the future of not only this
organization but those that we support as
well as up and coming generations.   

March 16 is the Sioux Empire’s next
meeting at the Outdoor Campus in Sioux
Falls and our guest speaker will be Neil
Jensen of “Hardcore Walleye.” Neil is a
Professional Angler and Guide and will be
talking about the Glacial Lakes Walleye
forecast and fishing. Neil is just the first of
the many speakers we will be bringing on a
monthly basis (winter months) to provide
our members with some of the most up-to-
date fishing techniques and information
from around the region.  Hold on to your
rods, ladies and gentleman, 2016 is going
to be a blast and full of fun and exciting
adventures for SDWU!
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Central South Dakota Chapter President’s News

“GET-THE-SERVICE-YOU-DESERVE”
(605)-224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

-1440-N.-Garfield-Ave.
Pierre,-SD-57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!

By Bret Afdahl
President, Central Chapter

I am happy to report that our chapter
has a new vice president.  Ben Eirikson
moved to Pierre in the last couple years to
start his career and to raise a family.  He
loves to fish and is willing to be involved
in a group like this and we thank him for
stepping forward to help our cause!

As I write this the Farm & Home Show
in Pierre is just two days away.  SDWU is
going to have a booth at the show to sign
up new members, renew current and past
members and to spread the word about
the work of this group over the past

seven years.  
Early June will bring the 5th annual Kid’s

Fishing Weekend to Downs Marina in
Pierre.  This is a unique event and a
collaborative effort between fishing
enthusiasts, Game Fish and Parks and
sponsors from across South Dakota.  As you
would expect, the Central SD Chapter of
SDWU was involved each of the last four
years and will be again this year.  The date
for this event has not been set but we will
circulate information as soon as we have it
available.  Information will also be posted
to the GF&P website at: http://gfp.sd.gov/
fishing-boating/kids-fishing-weekend/ 

The 7th Lake Sharpe clean-up in the

past eight years will take place on
Wednesday, July 6, 2016 from 5-8 p.m. with
a cookout to follow.  Last year, we had over
135 volunteers that collected 2.38 tons of
garbage and debris in just three hours.  We
are always looking for volunteers for this
event, so please contact me if you can help.

SDWU will be helping again this year
with the Great Outdoor Youth Adventure
which is put together by the Pierre Chapter
of Pheasants Forever.  All kinds of groups
chipped in to make this event a huge
success last year and it will be held on
August 20 this year.  More details to follow.  

Thank you and good luck this spring on
the water!

Jim Sherman Angler of the Year 2015
This past year Jim Sherman won the

Western SD Angler of the Year Challenge
with six of seven top ten finishes for a total
of 380 points.  We want to extend a hearty
congratulations to Jim and also tell you a
bit more about this award. 

As most of you are aware, the Black Hills
Anglers (BHA) fishing club merged with the
Western South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited
this past year. Along with that merger, the
club continued some of the great projects
that BHA have done in the past. Some of
those projects include, but are not limited
to:  Rapid Creek Cleanup, the Annual
Sheridan Lake ice fishing tournament, the
Annual Angostura Spring Walleye Classic
and the Angler of the Year Walleye
Challenge. 

Anglers from the Western South Dakota

Walleyes Unlimited club accrue points by
placing in the tournaments they fish in the
season from November 1 to October 31.
The person, or persons in some cases,
receive most importantly “Bragging
Rights,” along with a very nice jacket with
the SDWU logo, their name sewn on the
front of the coat, and a classic picture of a
walleye on the back along with “Angler of
the Year”. 

Coming in second place this year was
Cody Warren with 366 points. If you are not
signed up for the Angler of the Year
competition, please be sure to get on
board with this fun competition. Who
knows…maybe next year YOU get the
bragging rights?!

Good fishing Jim and congratulations!
Jim Sherman (L), 2015 Angler of the Year,
receiving congratulations from SDWU
Chapter President Cal Modlin
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By Cal Modlin
President, Rapid City Area Chapter

2016 Sports Show and Expo
We had many show goers visit with us

about all sorts of fishing and outdoor
related subjects. The banquet was high on
the list, along with the fundraiser for the
Remote Operating Vehicle (see update in
this newsletter). Thanks to all who took part
in the early renewal and new membership
drive for which we gave a SDWU jacket to
the one lucky individual…Larry Smith!

Annual Banquet 
The annual banquet and fundraiser will be

March 19 at the Moose Lodge in Rapid City. This
event has been sold out for some time. After a
walleye feed, a live auction and games help us
as our chief fundraising activity for the year. 

Spring Walleye Classic
This catch and release tournament will be

April 30 and May 1. The maximum fish in
possession will be only two 20”or more and
you must go to the weigh station for
measuring. Ten fish per day limit and we will
use the top six fish for total weight. There is
an odd fish award each day. Entry fee is $110
per team early entry or $150 the day of the

tournament. Money is paid each day for the
largest walleye. Both team members must be
SDWU members. So join up today! For more
information or to receive an application, call
605-430-2937 or 605-381-9457. 

Kids Fishing Day
We are teaming with Cabela’s to get

kids interested in fishing in June at
Memorial Park in Rapid City. The kids are
given a rod/reel combo and some tackle to
participate in a fishing contest. There are
two age groups and awards are given in
both for the largest and most fish caught.
All of the kids get to keep their catches.
Members help clean the fish and send them
home with recipes for cooking the fish.
Many door prizes are given and a free
picnic lunch to all who attend. Keep watch
for more details as June draws closer.

Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News

Delbert Stover at the Sport Show
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Walleye and Sauger in the Missouri River – 
Fish Science Meets Forensic Science
By Mark Fincel, 
Senior Fisheries Biologist 
South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish & Parks
and
Steve Chipps, Unit Leader
U.S. Geological Survey, 
Department of Natural Resource
Management

So how does one find out what fish are
eating without sampling their diet, picking
through partially digested prey, and
weighing prey items to compare the diets
of two related fish such as Walleye and
Sauger? The answer is a new and innovative
way of analyzing fish diets using stable
isotopes. Now don’t be frightened, these
are not the isotopes one thinks of when
listening to the news about radioactive
decay (or nuclear waste!). These are very
stable, naturally occurring isotopes found in
all living things. A few years back, scientists
discovered that they could determine what
animals are eating based on the isotope
ratios found in their tissues. Fisheries
science meets Forensic science.

Time for a brief chemistry lesson.
Isotopes are forms of the same chemical
element that differ in the number of
neutrons (neutrally charged particles) in the
nucleus (central core of an atom). These
elements are referred to as “heavy” isotopes
since their atomic weight is greater than their
normal element counterpart. Generally,
these “heavy” isotopes act identical to the
normal element. They are stable, which
means inert, and pose no harm to the
organisms carrying the isotopes. However,
they move through food webs somewhat
differently compared to their normal isotope
counterparts.

The Carbon isotope. The “heavy” carbon
isotope C14 generally moves through a food
web in a constant proportion to the more
prevalent normal isotope C13. This is
important because different types of plants
take up C14 differently. Thus, algae in a lake
have a different C14 to C13 ratio than, say,
corn in a field. So, since these ratios are held
constant through a food web, one can
examine this carbon isotope ratio in a fish
and understand where the energy is coming
from. In essence, we can tell if a fish
consumed food, such as plankton, that fed
on lake algae, or if a fish consumed insects
that fed on dead plant matter, such as leaves
from a tree that fell into the water. Therefore,
the carbon isotope can tell a scientist what

energy type is fueling a food web.
The Nitrogen isotope. The “heavy”

nitrogen isotope N15 enters a food web in
similar proportions as the normal, more
abundant light nitrogen element N14.
However, a higher percentage of the
heavier isotope is retained as energy moves
from prey to consumer. Think of it like
bioaccumulation of heavy isotopes. Thus,
species that are high on a food chain have
“accumulated” more of the heavier isotope
compared to a consumer lower on the food
chain. What is important is that this
“accumulation” happens in a predictable
manner. So by analyzing the nitrogen
isotope ratios, we can track how far up the
food chain a predator is. We then compare
these nitrogen isotope ratios between
different fish species to determine who is
eating whom and if different fish are
competing for the same food resources. So
how are we using this science to evaluate
Walleyes and Sauger in South Dakota?

Recently, stable isotopes were used to
evaluate diet overlap of Walleye and
Sauger, two common sport fish in the
Missouri River reservoirs. Ultimately, we
wanted to see if diet overlap explained the
different abundances of each sportfish in
each reservoir. As many anglers know,
Sauger are prolific in Lewis and Clark Lake,
but fewer are found in Lake Francis Case
and fewer still in Lake Oahe. Is this caused
by competition between the two species? Is
one more suited for a particular reservoir
than the other? We started a research
project using stable isotopes of carbon and
nitrogen to determine similarities and
differences in diets of Walleye and Sauger
in three Missouri River impoundments. We
collected fish from all three reservoirs, took
a muscle sample (like a small biopsy), and
looked at their stable isotope ratios.

In Lewis and Clark Lake, diets between
these two species were very similar. Walleye
and Sauger appear to be consuming similar
prey items in similar proportions. However,
stable isotopes revealed that diets of
Walleye and Sauger were more dissimilar in
Lake Francis Case and even more dissimilar
in Lake Oahe. In Lake Oahe, Walleye
tended to derive their energy from more
open-water prey sources (like smelt) and
Sauger derived their energy from near the
lake bottom or shore (which we learned by
analyzing their carbon ratios). Moreover,
Walleye had very specific diets and most of
the individual Walleye ate the same thing.
In contrast, Sauger in Lake Oahe consumed

a wider range of prey types and had very
different diet proportions among individual
fish (which we learned from the range in
nitrogen isotopes). This makes sense when
you consider the types of prey fish that are
available in Lake Oahe, where Walleye
consume more  Rainbow Smelt and Lake
Herring; species that are not a significant
part of their diet in Lake Francis Case and
Lewis & Clark.  Sauger, on the other hand,
are consuming more near shore species like
Gizzard Shad, Yellow Perch, and young
panfish and minnows.

So what do these differences in diet tell
us about Walleye and Sauger? Looking at
the abundance of different prey types in
each reservoir gives us a little more
information. Lewis and Clark Lake has many
different warm water prey species; in fact,
the most species available compared to all
the other Missouri River reservoirs. Sauger
appear better suited to capitalize on this
diverse prey base. However, Lake Oahe has
fewer warm water prey fish but, in most
years, has ample open water prey fish
(either Rainbow Smelt or Lake Herring).
Walleye appear better suited for taking
advantage of this type of prey resource
compared to Sauger. So in essence, Lewis
and Clark Lake has the right environment to
grow quality Sauger where Lake Oahe is
better at producing quality Walleye. This
can all be determined by taking a small,
non-lethal flesh or even fin sample that
takes little time to collect and process. 

So, the next question one must ask is
what are your isotope ratios and what can
we learn from analyzing this information.
Are you a vegetarian or a carnivore? Do you
prefer rice, salads, potatoes, wheat, or
corn? Do you consume more fish, poultry,
pork, or beef? In fact, some of the isotope
ecology research we have completed has
recently been cited in an archeology journal
where scientists were figuring out what
early man ate by looking at the stable
isotopes in human remains! Moreover, in
the U.S., the introduction and subsequent
use of maize (corn) in food production ---
from sweeteners such as high-fructose corn
syrup to hamburgers from corn-fed cows ---
actually shows up in our isotope
composition. So is it surprising to know that
we are walking ears of corn?

Footnote:  1.Touzeay, A., and 8 other authors. 2014. Diet
of ancient Egyptians inferred from stable isotope
systematics. Journal of Archaeological Science 46:114-
124
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2016 Sioux Empire Walleyes Unlimited 
Fishing Tournament

Once again the Sioux Empire Walleyes
Unlimited Chapter will be hosting a walleye
fishing tournament June 18 out of Platte
Creek. The tournament is open to all SD
Walleyes Unlimited (SDWU) members with
at least one team member being a current
SDWU member. 

Each tournament team will have a
minimum of two people and the maximum
number of members is the legal limit of
people for your boat rating. No matter the
number of team members in a boat, each
team is only allowed to weigh in six (6) fish.
The entry fee is $70 per team with an
additional $15 per person above the two
team members. The additional cost is for
the meal that is served by the Platte Creek
Store following the weigh-in on Saturday. 

Prior to the meal on Saturday, there will
be a happy hour with raffle items and other
prizes. The Friday evening before the
tournament, a rules meeting and happy
hour will be held at the tent in front of the
Platte Creek Store. Start time for the rules
meeting is pending, but tournament
participants will be notified before the
event. 

This is a 100% pay back tournament (less
cost of meal) plus this year there will be an
additional $2000 in prize money!

This is a fun, well run tournament for
anglers of all levels to enjoy. The Platte area
offers anglers many different fishing
options with good numbers of fish. Since
the tournament was moved to Platte Creek,
most teams are able to catch their limit of

fish with very consistent weights. For
example, in 2015, the winning team and the
10th place team were separated by just
three pounds. The next 10 teams were less
than a pound away from placing and
making the money. So, no matter what level
of tournament experience you have, this is
the perfect tournament for everyone to
catch some fish with a little competition and
lots of fun.

Last year, the winning team of Keith and
Jon Bauman, along with Tom Cobler, were
able to knock off 2014’s winning team of
Dan Rowe and Terry Hansen. Keith has
already sent in his application for 2016 and
stated he plans to defend his title! Come
join us to see if he can do it!

So Ut h  DAk o t A’S o n l y  6-t iMe  Win n e r ! CSi  AWAr D: 2009-2015
3-t iMe  l Un D t o p 5 De Al e r  AWAr D

See Us for Your Top Quality 
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

Critical Search and Rescue ROV
As a society, we demand a lot from our

first responders. We, as a community, have
a responsibility to make sure they have the
equipment they need to meet the demands
placed upon them. 

Last summer, during the search for
Gabby Fisher at Pactola Reservoir in the
Black Hills, the Burleigh County, ND ROV
Team was able to search over 20 points of
interest in four hours. Because of the depths
involved, it would have taken a human diver
over two weeks to search the same area, at
considerable risk to the divers. It was not
reported by the media, but during the
search for Gabby Fisher, two divers were

treated at Rapid City Regional Hospital for
decompression sickness symptoms. 

An ROV to assist with search operations
makes sense to help keep our first
responders safe and it helps reduce
unnecessary expense. The average cost for
a recovery effort is $10,000 per day. 

There are many reasons to support this
effort, and everyone we have spoken with
agrees that it is a good idea. However, no
amount of arguments in favor of, nor
sympathy for the need, will help make it a
reality. That will require each and every lake
user to commit money to the cause. Please
look inside your heart and ask yourself what

if it was your loved one lost in the water?
What if it were your family member working
long, dangerous, demanding hours to bring
closure to a family? Can you sacrifice a few
dollars to help realize this goal? Can you ask
your friends to do the same? If you or your
family use the waters in South Dakota, won’t
you please send in your donation today?

Too often you hear people say
"someone should do something about
that". Well, someone is doing something
about this -- SDWU needs your help to
make it a reality. Please mail your donation
to SDWU ROV Fund, PO Box 9574, Rapid
City, SD 57709. 
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We Feature:  • Skeeter Boats     • Alumacraft Boats     • Premier Pontoons 
• WarEagle Boats     • Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser     • Volvo

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!
1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360

www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz • 1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose –

Reducing Australia’s Carp Invasion
Reprinted with permission from CSIRO

CSIRO scientists are undertaking
rigorous tests to determine the safety and
suitability of the candidate biocontrol agent
Cyprinid herpesvirus 3 (CyHV-3) in
managing European carp numbers in
Australia.

European Carp – An Invasive Species of
Australian Waterways

European carp (Cyprinus carpio) is a
pest that adversely affects the health of our
rivers and wetlands. It was first introduced
to Australian waterways more than 100
years ago and has since established in
every state except the Northern Territory.
Able to tolerate a wide range of conditions
and habitats, including low-oxygen and
brackish water, it is considered one of the
country’s major aquatic pests since it
massively spread through the Murray-
Darling Basin in the late 1980s. Previously
held in check by the drought, recent years

of flooding rains have brought our river
systems back to life, and as a result the carp
population has again expanded. This puts
increasing pressure on our waterways and
native wildlife. 

Curbing Carp Numbers
A recently identified candidate

biological control agent may one day keep
carp numbers in check.  Our scientists are
currently investigating a highly specific viral
disease called cyprinid herpesvirus-3, also
known as koi herpesvirus (KHV), to help
manage carp numbers in Australia. The virus
first appeared in Israel in 1998, and spread
rapidly throughout much of the world,
although not to Australia or New Zealand. It
causes high death rates in common carp
and in the ornamental koi carp. No other
species of fish, including goldfish, are
known to be affected by the virus.

We are undertaking our research within
the world’s most sophisticated high
containment facility - the CSIRO Australian

Animal Health Laboratory, where we are
performing rigorous tests to determine the
safety and suitability of the virus for
controlling carp.

Carp Herpesvirus Could Stem the Tide
We have identified that CyHV-3 does kill

Australian pest carps, and it kills them quickly.
Current research has also shown that the
virus does not develop in native Australian or
any other introduced species of fish.

Over the next few years we’ll continue
to test the susceptibility of other fish and
amphibian species to CyHV-3 and address
questions regarding the safety of possible
widespread distribution of the virus, both
for people and other animal species.  This
work is supported by the Invasive Animals
Cooperative Research Centre and the
release program is led by the New South
Wales Department of Primary Industries.

We will also continue to consult widely
with conservation groups, recreational
fishers and resource managers.
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The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk, SD • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

Grant Funding Assists in Continued Research 
on Lewis and Clark Lake Delta
Courtesy of MISSOURI
SEDIMENTATION ACTION COALITION

Getting a better picture of the dynamics
of sediment deposition and what is living
throughout the delta in Lewis and Clark
Lake is the focus of a study in progress by
the Missouri River Institute (MRI) and the
Missouri Sedimentation Action Coalition
(MSAC).    

MSAC hopes the information will
illustrate which areas may be better for
sediment removal, as well as where
watershed management would be most
beneficial to reducing sediment input to
the delta. The study portion of the project is
expected to be completed by June of 2016.
Public education - also part of the project -
will be ongoing up until June and beyond.
Funding for the approximately $27,000
project is being funded in part with a
$10,000 grant from the 319 Information
Minigrant Program. One objective of the
319 Information Minigrant Program,
administered by the SD Discovery Center in
Pierre, is to
promote watershed protection to adult and
community audiences.

“Detecting characteristics of the Lewis
and Clark Lake Delta will provide insight
into the watersheds feeding the reservoir.
Watershed protection and water quality are
very important to those living on and along
the Missouri River,” said Sandy Stockholm,
MSAC executive director. “Reducing the
amount of sediment entering Lewis and
Clark Lake will lengthen the reservoir’s
lifespan and benefit water quality. Having

another look at the sources of sediment
coming in can help focus eff orts at
reduction.”

The MRI research focuses on two goals:
characterizing the sedimentation,
vegetation, and macroinvertebrate
composition of the Missouri River at the
Lewis and Clark Lake delta and determining
the sources of sediment contributing to the
delta by evaluating suspended load
measurements of the Missouri River and
nearby tributaries, and composition of sand
in the delta area. MRI conducted field work
in July of 2015. Vegetation surveys were
conducted to determine vegetation types
on bars within the delta area.
Macroinvertebrate samples were collected
at the shorelines of bars within the delta.
Vegetation and macroinvertebrate types
will provide some information on species
diversity in the delta area. MRI staff
collected suspended load samples from
major tributaries on May 19 and July 22,
2015. They sampled Bazile Creek, Verdigre
Creek, Ponca Creek, Choteau Creek, and
Emanuel Creek. The Niobrara River was
sampled at three locations: the Railroad
Bridge in Niobrara State Park, Redbird, and
near the Verdel gaging station. In addition,
staff collected sand samples from the
Niobrara River for particle size and
compositional analysis. “Knowing the link
between flow dynamics, sediment type and
biologic diversity may also provide insight
regarding potential areas of sediment
removal in the delta that may improve
environmental conditions in the delta
region where sediment aggradation has

been a continuing problem,” according to
the MRI scope of work for the project.

The overall goals of the project also
include a public education effort. MSAC
has coordinated aerial photography
including drone video footage with more
planned. The project fuels MSAC’s mission
of alerting the public to continued
sedimentation accumulation problems in
the Missouri River reservoirs.

This marks the second river research
project conducted by MRI for MSAC. The
first focused on illustrating the past, present
and future of sediment accumulation in
Lewis and Clark Lake and also received
funding from a 319 Information Minigrant.
Learn more by visiting
www.msaconline.com. “We appreciate the
ability of MRI to expand the knowledge
base surrounding sediment in Lewis and
Clark Lake along with the public education
that results from gaining these insights,”
Stockholm said.

Sioux Empire
Chapter Meetings

7-9 pm • Outdoor Campus

April 19, 2016

May 17, 2016

September 20, 2016

October 18, 2016

November 15, 2016
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Join us on April 2 at the Crooks Gun Club
just north of Sioux Falls on West 84th Street
for our annual Walleye feed and fundraiser.
Not only is this a great time to mingle and
tell fishing stories from the past and plan for
those in the near future, but all proceeds go
towards a great cause. The Sioux Empire
Chapter will be looking to expand our reach
and our support to local projects and

organizations that align with our mission
and values. Your support at our annual
fundraiser is paramount to our success of
ensuring good conservation practices and
stewardship of our fisheries in South Dakota
is represented and supported to the best of
our ability.  We have tons of great items up
for raffle and auction such as $1,000
Mattress Firm Voucher, Smooth Move seats

for your boat, guided fishing trips and many
more. This year banquet’s master of
ceremonies is professional angler and the
new president for Sioux Empire, Brian
Bashore.  Seating is only $20 each and
going fast! If you would like to reserve your
seat today, call Woody Tigelaar at 605-351-
7142. Hurry! Get ‘em while they last!

Sioux Falls Chapter Banquet 

Structures are being placed by Farm
Island along the causeway in between the
fishing piers that were built a couple years
ago.  Historically, old Christmas trees were
used for many years, but those only last
about three years and these structures will

last indefinitely. South Dakota GF&P plans
to add more structures each year. The
number of “Fish Cities” deployed would be
dependent on cost per city and funds
allotted for this project. This project is in
conjunction with local Boy Scout troop and

conservation groups. The hope is that this
project will become an annual event.  Once
Farm Island Causeway has enough “Fish
Cites,” the plan is to move on to other
popular shore fishing spots around the
Pierre/Ft. Pierre area.

Fish Cities Habitat Project 
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DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff

Ave. & 60th St. N.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don-Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum 
Welding on Your Boat, 
Dock or Lift 

GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing! 

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge 
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many 
features worth taking a look at.

Ask about our Winter Rates! 

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any 

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

The 32nd annual Walleyes Unlimited Sheridan Lake Ice Fishing
Derby was held January 31. This popular event had 112 teams on
the ice. The weather was mild, but windy!  Through generous
donations from more than three dozen businesses, combined with
entry fees, there was more than $3,000 in cash and prizes. The
results are as follows:

Perch Division
The total weight of perch registered was 271 pounds. First-place

for perch went to Lyle Mitchell and Brad Rohrbach with a total
weight of 13.11 pounds, beating out Stacy and Chad Neiger with
12.88 pounds. The largest perch caught was a 14-ounce fish by the
team of Matt and Ben Stewart.

Pike Division
The total weight in pike registered was 82 pounds. Justin Viken

and Mark Rundell were first place finishers with 9.87 pounds in total
weight. Second place went to Ryan Rempfer and Nathan Mahle with
8.91 pounds total weight. Third place, and the big kahuna pike
prize, went to Bill Wise and Ryan Shoberg, who landed a single pike
weighing 8.43 pounds.

Odd Fish Division
The largest “odd” fish was a 4.11 pound bass hauled in by the

team of Chris and Zook Horsley. Second place was a 2.02 pound
bass by John Curnow and Bret Reller.

The top 15 places in both divisions, along with two places in
largest perch, largest pike and largest odd fish received monetary
prizes. A raffle for dozens of door prizes wrapped up the
tournament. A huge thank you to all the sponsoring businesses who
donated prizes! And, many thanks to the volunteers for making this
a well-managed event. Also thanks to all the participants – we look
forward to seeing you again next year!

Sheridan Lake Ice Results



Thank you for supporting SD Walleyes Unlimited!
Thank you for becoming a valuable SDWU member!

Your continued support will allow SDWU to accomplish its goals. 
Our membership year runs from April 1 to March 31. 

Members receive quarterly newsletters. Our annual membership fee is only $25.00. 
PLEASE PRINT – we need your current mailing address, so you receive our newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

New Member ________     Renewing Member ________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________       ____________________________       ____________________________

Annual membership: ______ @ $25.00 Total remitted: $___________

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited (SDWU).

Send checks to: SDWU, Membership Coordinator, PO Box 9244, Rapid City, SD 57709

If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please indicate where your interests lie.

Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member Fishing Tournament _______,

Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly meetings) ______, 

Other ________________________________

MISSION STATEMENT: SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to 
preserving, protecting, and improving fisheries in the state of South Dakota.  We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education, conservation,
activism, and fiscal responsibility to ensure opportunity, access and habitat for anglers of all
ability levels. 

Webpage sdwalleyesunlimited.org  Email info@sdwalleyesunlimited.org
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