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Jeff Decker, President

Well, we have outlasted another year of
“Old Man Winter.” Why do we have “Old
Man Winter” and “Mother Nature”? Mother
Nature has a much more pleasant ring to it.
Old Man Winter has this big, fat, ice cube-
looking face with frost for breath and
Mother Nature gets a pair of butterfly
wings. Oh well….

Hey! It is now officially spring and the
sport show season has ended and the
annual Chapter Walleye Banquet has
passed. Mark Mattison, Banquet Chairman
again directed a record setting event. Mark
is fortunate in that from ordering of food, to
the preparation, to kitchen management, to
setting up the hall for the event to the final
ringing of the bell as the banquet
attendee’s leave at the end of a great event,
Mark can take pride in not only his hard
work but also that of a great supporting
crew of volunteers and contributors for this
annual event. Thank you, all! And, with all
the work that goes into this event, it still
would not be a success without the
attendee’s that spend their hard earned
income in support for the mission of a
better place to enjoy our favorite activities
in the outdoors. 

Our Sioux Empire Chapter will now kick
off project season as we begin to work on

Camp Bob Marshall Sponsorship for high
school students for this year’s camp. Other
projects up for discussion will be for hand-
grabs to be placed on docks to assist
boaters as they enter and exit there boats.
Dave Baker has taken a lead role in projects
for consideration and will be researching
those and bringing them up for discussion
and consideration.  Thank you, Dave!   

Members Annual 100% Payback Fishing
Tournament June 20 at Platte Creek

Please visit the web site
www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org for your
application and additional information. As
many of you are aware, the 50-team
maximum limit is a very well managed and
this is a well attended tournament. Fees this
year are $70 per two-person team (at least
one person must be a SDWU member) and
$15.00 for each additional person in the
boat. Your application fee includes supper
and beverages following fishing. Deadline
for your application must be received by
June 13.  Last year it took over 18 lbs. and
six fish to claim top prize and bragging
rights, but a great time was had by all! 

See you at the monthly meetings, 3rd
Tuesday of each month. There will be
monthly guest speakers with interesting
topics to all! 

Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News
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Walleye on the Edge
Courtesy of Jason Mitchell

By midwinter on many bodies of water,
walleye location can often trend towards off
shore structure and in many cases, deep
structure.  With the advent of map chips,
more anglers are discovering and fishing
these locations.  A mistake I have made in
the past when fishing deep structure is
relying too much on what the contour line
on the map charts.  What is more important
than any contour is the transition.  The
transition between one type of bottom and
another.  Could be an edge where gravel
meets mud.  Could be where large
boulders transition to smaller rock.  This
edge is often where it is at for finding
offshore walleye.  Sometimes the transition
lines up with a contour but so often it does
not.  When it does not, you end up focusing
your attention on the wrong contours and
miss the mark.

When open water fishing, it is easier to
find the sweet spots because your
presentation will tell you.  You hover across
a spot and suddenly start hitting big rock
with your jig and learn the location that
much better.  With ice fishing especially
with no prior experience on a location,
determining the transitions can be much
more difficult.  So often, bottom
composition can be fleeting where a band
of rock or gravel is unpredictable.  The
change in composition for example might
cut perpendicular or across the contour line
instead of following it.  So often on deep
reefs with rock, big rocks are often near
small rocks but are the larger rocks on top
of the structure or the sides?  Knowing
exactly what is below you beyond what the

map chip tells you will make you a much
better walleye angler.

On reefs for example that have really
large boulders on the top of the structure, I
often watch anglers bop onto the top of the
spot and drill a few holes because their map
shows structure.  So often with really large
boulders, the fish don’t position directly
above the boulders but are often riding the
sides or slots between boulders.  If you just
fish the very top of the structure, you miss
those fish.  Often where those big boulders
transition to smaller rock is the sweet spot.  

One obvious way to learn more about
the structure you are ice fishing is to fish the
location from a boat and learn the location,
even saving some way points.  Another
option is to drop down an underwater
camera.  I don’t use underwater cameras a
lot when I am actually walleye fishing as it is
slower to hop around and so often the best
bite is low light where you can’t see
anything but what a camera is really good
for is getting a better understanding of
what you are fishing when the sun is high.  I
can’t tell you how many times I had a
mental picture in my head of a particular
location only to drop the camera down to
find out I didn’t really know as much as I
thought I did. 

Another trick I like to do when fishing
from hole to hole is turn up the range on my
Vexilar so that I am on the sixty or eight foot
scale.  Turn your scale up on Normal Mode
so that you can watch the intensity of the
second and third echoes change.  Most
bottoms will reveal a second echo and most
bottoms where the first echo is will look red.
When you get over rock and larger rock
especially, the intensity of the red in the
second and third echo will really light up.
By watching the second and third echo, you
can find where bottom compositions
change and by drilling enough holes, you
can land on the edges.  

Why are the edges so important?
Because walleyes are often not as random
on this type of structure.  What you will find
is that a large majority of the fish will slide
up on a location from a specific direction
and that they will often take the exact same
routes as they move.  I have watched one

Continued on Page 3

Jason Mitchell (pictured releasing a giant
walleye) believes walleye anglers can up
their game by increasing their knowledge of
bottom compositions.



Central South Dakota Chapter President’s News
Bret Afdahl, President

Kids Fishing Weekend
June 5-7, 2015 will bring the 4th annual

Kid’s Fishing Weekend to Downs Marina in
Pierre.  This is a unique event and a
collaborative effort between fishing
enthusiasts, Game Fish and Parks and
sponsors from across South Dakota.  As you
would expect, the Central Chapter of
SDWU was involved each of the last three
years and will be again this year.  

The goal of this event is simple - get kids
out on the water!  The format for this event
is equally simple - pair less experienced

anglers with others that can show them how
to fish.  On Friday evening every youth
participant will be given some fishing gear
and will be introduced to his or her “guide”
for the next day.  On Saturday and Sunday
local anglers will take kids out on the water
in groups for three hours of fishing on Lake
Sharpe.  In addition to boaters, at least one
additional adult volunteer will go out in
each boat to help bait hooks, net fish, and
otherwise ensure that the kids have a great
time.  Last year over 250 kids participated
with more expected for this year.

If you know of any kids that otherwise
would not have the opportunity to fish from a

boat on the Missouri River, please sign them
up.  A flyer and sign-up sheet is included in
this edition of the SDWU newsletter and the
sign-up form will be posted to the GF&P
website as the event approaches.

With the expectation that this event will
be larger than it was last year, there will be
a need for additional anglers willing to put
their boat in the water and take kids fishing.
If you are interested in helping with or
donating to this event, please contact Ken
Steiner at: ken@capitalmotorsllc.com or SD
GF&P at: wildinfo@state.sd.us.

Thank you and good luck this spring on
the water!
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“GET-THE-SERVICE-YOU-DESERVE”
(605)-224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

-1440-N.-Garfield-Ave.
Pierre,-SD-57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!

Continued from Page 2
angler smack several fish on one side of a
large boulder for example while an angler
nearby on the other side of the same rock
saw nothing.  There might indeed be fish
scattered across a particular piece of
structure but the fish will often be the most
concentrated with the highest amount of
traffic on specific parts of the structure that
will often correlate with an edge.  Tuning
these locations can often mean the
difference between seeing a few fish and
running into several.  

When you really learn a location and get
a lot of confidence in what you are fishing,
what also happens is that you can maximize
your time by spending the majority of your
time in the sweet spots and wait out fish
movements.  You know that when a pod of
fish cruises through a specific location,
there is a very high probability that they will

swim under you.  With walleye fishing, this
can be so important because most of the
windows where we catch fish are when the
fish make a move.  When they are cruising
and alert, they are easier to catch.  When
this activity revolves around sunrise and
sunset, you might not have a lot of time to
look through the entire spot and fish a lot of
holes before the window of opportunity
expires.  That is why sitting over the exact
right location can be so crucial.

With large boulders for example, I am
often the most successful focusing on the
edges versus going right in them when I am
ice fishing.  Rocks also don’t have to be very
large as big rocks are relative.  I love fishing
around large boulders for big fish, but
some other great locations could be where
small rock or rubble transitions into mud.
Could be a band of gravel that intersects
sand.  Walleyes are very similar to whitetail

deer in how they often use edge habitat.
Most of the time, how these transitions lay
out trumps depth contour.  In other words,
fish will relate to an edge that is the result of
a change in bottom composition over a
change in depth.  

When you are fishing this winter, look
past the contour lines and get a more
intimate understanding of the structure you
are fishing along with how fish are moving
across and relating to that structure and I
am confident that you will catch more
walleye from these  types of locations this
season.  Imagine scouting out deer with just
a contour map.  Now imagine scouting out
an area with an ariel photo and a contour
map.  By putting in the work to really fine
tune bottom compositions and focusing on
edges, you end up finding the right place at
the right time much more.

Walleye on the Edge
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Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News
Cal Modlin, President

Sheridan Lake Ice Fishing 
Tournament Huge Success

Our hopes for holding a successful first
tournament were high, but our hopes were
surpassed when we hosted a record
number of 110 teams that took to the ice.
There was a wide variety of teams, parent
and son/daughter, siblings, couples, young
and old fishing buddies, and even single
member teams.  Awards were paid to the
top 15 places in both Perch and Northern
divisions and several places for odd fish.  

The first place winning perch team was
#98 Dave Brown and Steve Black with 25
perch for 11.62 pounds.  The large perch
award went to team #73 Roger Deneui and
Jonathan Elm with a 1.14 pound perch. 

The first place northern team was team
#80 Tyson Dietrich and Brett Belzer with six

northern weighing 14.45 pounds. They also
took the largest single northern at 6.16
pounds.

Odd fish award went to team #29 Marvin
Ulmer and Mitch Buckley with 1.95 pounds.

Thanks to our super supporting
sponsors, SDWU gave away an abundant
amount of door prizes!  Thanks to all of the

volunteers for their hard work and great
attitudes. It was a great day and we are
looking forward to next year’s tournament! 

The One’s To Know – The Boating Pro’s

I-90 Exit 48 • Black Hawk, SD • (605) 787-9000 • www.blackhawkmarineboats.com

SDWU Tournament Officials from L to R: Rick Garner, Mac McCracken, Fred Krush
SDWU Fish Line Recycling Station at Sheridan
Lake with Tournament in Background
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Great Outdoor Expo
It was another good turnout for the

Expo. We signed up a few new members,
had a good number of renewals, sold the
last of our banquet tickets, and sold a good
amount of raffle tickets. We will have the
drawing for the SDWU jacket at our March
16th meeting. We had some memorabilia
for Denny Dunlap, thanks to his family for
loaning us that, and a huge thanks to Tom
from Dakota Batteries for sponsoring our
booth in memory of Denny. Thanks to
Delbert Stover and all the volunteers for
their time and help!  

Camp Bob Marshall
Imagine sending your teenagers on a

week- long adventure where they can learn
to hunt, fish and enjoy the great outdoors!
This experience is the Youth Conservation
Camp and it is sponsored by the South
Dakota Walleyes Unlimited. The camp is
held in early June at Camp Bob Marshall
near Custer in the Black Hills. The
participants are house in rustic cabins with
modern bathrooms and eating facilities.
The camp has a director, two assistant
directors, and two counselors for each
cabin of 12 teens along with other staff
members. Transportation is available to and

from the camp. Any individual that has
completed 8th grade or is currently in the
9th, 10th or 11th grade in high school and
may be interested in conservation, hunting,
fishing and other outdoor activities may
attend. The Rapid City Chapter of SDWU is
sponsoring six interested individuals from
West River for the 2015 camp. Cody Warren
is heading up this important investment in
our future conservation participants. For
more information on how to apply, please
call Cody at 605-381-9457. 

Rapid City Chapter Banquet and Auction
It was a sellout crowd of over 350 again

at the annual Rapid City SDWU Banquet on
March 14 at the  Moose Lodge in Rapid

City. This fundraiser event for the Rapid City
Chapter is a live auction of fishing related
items; game boards including Surf-N-Turf, 

Continued on Page 6
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Rapid City Area Chapter
President’s News
Continued from Page 5
Ladies Board, Beer for a Year, Club board,
and a Scheel’s board. Raffle tickets were
sold for a chance at three prizes: the grand
prize winner of a Canadian Fishing Trip plus
$750 cash for travel is Jeff Decker! Jeff says,
“I’m very sorry for the Rapid City’s Chapter’s
loss of the trip, but I am very happy for my
gain!” Second place winner of a 42” flat
screen TV was Larry Job and third place
winner of an iPad Mini was Sarah Gossman.
The 50/50 winner was Jill Blickensderfer.
SDWU members served up an excellent
meal of fried walleye (people said it was the
best ever!), provided entertainment, and as
always, it was an all-around good time! 

Spring Walleye Classic
The Spring Walleye Classis will be held

April 25 and 26 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Angostura Reservoir. This tournament is a
catch and release format. With the merging
of Black Hills Anglers and SDWU, there will
be an additional $500 prize added to the
prize fund. We have been approved to
conduct another measure type tournament.
We will measure your fish on the water at
our pontoon weigh-in station or at
Common Cents Marina throughout the
tournament. It is mandatory for one
member of each team to attend the rules
meeting which will be held Friday night at 6
p.m. at the Common Cents Marina parking
lot. Once you are registered, you will
receive a letter with the rules and
regulations in it. Please be sure to review
these rules ahead of time.  There is a six fish

limit. Something new this year is you will be
able to carry four fish to the weigh in at a
time. And, of course, you have to return to
the weigh-in when you have two fish over
20”. We will also continue the odd fish
weigh in this year.  Stick around Sunday
after the results to have your chance at
door prizes. Entry fee will be $110 per team.
Early bird registration is due April 21. For
more information or an application call 605-
348-1470 or 605-381-9457 or write PO Box
9574, Rapid City, SD 57709. 

Kids Fishing Day
This year’s Kids Fishing Day will take

place on June 7 at Memorial Park. This
annual event is held by SDWU along with
Cabela’s. Rigged poles, tackle boxes and
other fishing equipment are given out to
the first 150 kids attending. SDWU
volunteers and Cabela’s employees then
assist kids in learning how to fish. Any fish
caught are cleaned and sent home with a
recipe. Families are also treated to a picnic
lunch.  Larry Talley is in charge of this year’s
event. Volunteers are needed for all areas.
Please contact Larry at 605-348-0149. 

Annual Rapid Creek Clean Up
Rapid City Chapter members work

annually to haul trash out of Rapid Creek.
The tentative dates are April 30 for the
Black Hills Angler section and May 4 for the
SDWU section (weather permitting). Keep
your eyes out at future meeting to sign up
for this very worthwhile club contribution to
our community.

Fiberglass, Gelcoat & Aluminum
Boat Repair

Free Estimates
Insurance Work Welcome
605-787-4179

2740 Haines Ave. Rapid City, SD
www.kustomztruckandauto.com
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It’s Official! Legislative 
Session Brings Two New Laws

Bad Session If You’re a Bullhead…
The new law reads “No person may

use carp, goldfish, and game fish
(except cleanings thereof), except
bullhead and cleanings of game fish, in
hook and line fishing. A violation of this
section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.” 

Don’t Be in the Dark!  
Watercraft without lights are now

required by law to stay off the water
when it’s dark. The old law gave
permission for non-lighted craft to be
on the water for one-half hour before
sunrise and one-half hour after sunset.
Now all types of watercraft are under
the same law. If your boat or jet ski
does not have lights, you can only be
on the water when the sun is shining.

Dredging Digs Up….Shoes?
Horsethief, Lakota and Bismarck

Lakes in the Black Hills have been
dredged this winter to restore depth
and improve water quality and hence,
fishing.  As sediment builds, the water
temperature increases, causing an
overgrowth of vegetation on the
shoreline. This project will give a 50-
year in the clear plan for each of the
lakes.  A similar project is also clearing
Canyon Lake in Rapid City, while the
dam is being re-built. So what did
they dig up? Here’s the count on what
was removed from Horsethief Lake:
• 20,000 cubic meters of sediment
• 1,000 shoes
• 5 GoPro Cameras
• 1 Boat



SPONSORED BY

Whether you’re an experienced angler or just learning to bait a 
hook, there’s something for the whole family at SCHEELS Fish Fest!

REGISTER TO WIN EVEN MORE GREAT PRIZES:

SIOUX FALLS SCHEELS
2101 W 41st St
Sioux Falls, SD

REGISTER TO WIN

APPEARANCE BY 
JASON MITCHELL
SCHEELS SPONSORED PRO

Stop at the Berkley Experience Trailer for unadver-
tised hourly and daily specials and see what Berkley 

is doing to help you CATCH MORE FISH!

GARMIN 
OREGON 600T

PLANO FISHING 
PRIZE PACKAGE

YOUTH T-SHIRT AND PLANO 
TACKLE PACK GIVEAWAY
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Get the latest on � shing from SCHEELS Experts and great vendors like Interstate Battery, Outdoor 
Adventure, Sportsman Connection, Walleyes Unlimited, Tow Tector, Crank Caddy and AMS Bow� shing.

Danno’s Marine, Great Lakes Boats, Tebben’s Campers, Chainsaw 
Carvings, Amazing Kettle Corn, SDSU Ice Cream Truck, Backyard Grill, 
Food Demonstrations by Traeger and more!

Youth Activity Area including a Live Trout Pond

VISIT SCHEELS.COM/EVENTS FOR OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

EVENTS PRESENTS

MAY

28
NOON - 8PM

THURSDAY

MAY

29
9AM -8PM

FRIDAY

MAY

30
9AM - 7PM

SATURDAY
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A rash of invasive species invaded Lake
Yankton after the 2011 Missouri River
flooding so last September, the lake was
drained and chemicals added to clear the
lake.  Restocking efforts began last fall and
will continue through summer. Water clarity
is the first sign that the lake is doing well.
Clarity before was 3-6 inches, and now tops
out about 95 inches. Largemouth bass and

bluegills were stocked last fall and black
crappie and channel catfish will be stocked
in the summer. In the future, channel cats
will be stocked bi-annually and an annual
stocking of walleye will occur. The health
and stocking of the lake is a cooperative
effort of Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission and South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks.

Lake Yankton Clear and 
Being Re-stocked

GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing! 

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge 
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many 
features worth taking a look at.

Ask about our Winter Rates! 

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any 

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

Keep South Dakota
Fishing Great – Do Your
Part to Keep Aquatic
Invasive Species Out of
South Dakota Waters

Before you pull away from the
lake, remember to always:
� Remove aquatic plants and
animals 
� Drain water from your bait bucket,
live well, bilge and motor 
� Dispose of unwanted bait, fish
parts, and worms in the trash
� Spray or wash your boat, trailer,
and equipment with high pressure hot
water on your way home or at home;
or dry everything for at least five days
before entering another body of
water
� Always report questionable
species to park authorities or your
local GF&P office

The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
wants to remind anglers fishing on Reetz
Lake, in northeast South Dakota, that the
daily limit for walleye is one fish with a
minimum length limit of 28 inches.

“We have received recent reports that
some anglers may be unaware of the length
limit,” stated John Lott, GFP chief of
aquatic resources. “Proper signage
indicating this regulation was also recently
stolen and has since been replaced.
Anglers who observe the harvesting of sub-

legal walleyes are encouraged to report this
activity to our TIPS hotline at 1-888-
OVERBAG (1-888-683-7224).”

Reetz Lake has been managed as a
trophy walleye fishery since 2001 and
provides high catch rates of quality-sized
walleyes. It is estimated that 4,559 walleyes
greater than 20 inches were present in 2014.
In addition to walleyes, anglers also have
other fishing opportunities for yellow perch,
black crappie and smallmouth bass.

“Protecting our natural resources is

something we can all help to do. Follow the
regulations and if you are unsure, check in
with your local conservation officer or refer
to the fishing handbook and other online
resources,” concluded Lott.

Fishing rules and regulations can be
found online at http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-
boating/rules-regs.aspx. Here anglers and
other outdoor enthusiasts can download
the 2015 Fishing Handbook online or on
their mobile device to stay current with new
rules and regulations. 

Reetz Lake Walleye Regulations Reminder

The 2015 World Archery Youth
Championships will be held in Yankton June
8-14, 2015. And, they need volunteers! 

This nine-day tournament is expected to
bring about 600 archers from 60 countries
to South Dakota. Yankton beat out several
locations including Mexico City to host this
year. Past tournaments have been in China

and Poland. 
Nearly 1,000 volunteer shifts are needed

and positions range from greeters to field
helpers. For more information on the event,
visit http://www.yankton2015wayc.org.
And, to volunteer, please contact Kacey
Eggers, Volunteer Coordinator, at
keggers@neyac.org or call 605-260-9282.

Help Show Yankton to 
Young Archers of the World!



South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited Page 9

South Dakota’s Only 4-time Winner! CSI Award: 2009, 2011, 2012 & 2013
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality 
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

Courtesy SD GF&P
Weighing 2 pounds, 13 ounces, an

Aurora resident recently caught the largest
yellow perch ever recorded in South
Dakota.

Chase Jensen (pictured, right) iced the
monster perch on Bitter Lake in
northeastern South Dakota on March 7,
2015. The yellow perch is one of the most
popular and sought after fish in the state.
Late ice conditions often put the large, pre-
spawn panfish on a feeding frenzy. Images
can be found on our Facebook page.

The previous yellow perch record of 2
pounds, 12 ounces, also came from Bitter
Lake in 2004.

For a fish to qualify as a state record,
anglers must have the fish identified by a
state fisheries biologist and weighed on a

certified scale. To learn more about the
specific qualifications or to view a list of all
South Dakota’s state hook and line record
fish, visit: http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-
boating/state-fish-records-list.aspx.

State Record Yellow Perch Caught

• South Dakota designated the walleye as the official state fish in
1982. 
• The state record
walleye was taken
November 16, 2002
at Fort Randall
Tailwaters by
Georgine Chytka
(pictured, right) and
weighed 16 pounds
two ounces. 
• 8.5 Million
walleye fry were
stocked in Waubay
Lake in 2014 by
Game, Fish and
Parks.

South Dakota ‘Eye!
DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff

Ave. & 60th St. N.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don-Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum 
Welding on Your Boat, 
Dock or Lift 
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Courtesy Kris Winkelman

1 ½ to 2 c ups walleye filets, cooked and flaked
¼ cup mayo
¼ cup celery, finely chopped
¼ cup red onion, finely chopped
1 ½ Tablespoon parsley, chopped
¾ teaspoons red wine vinegar
salt and pepper to taste
4 slices rye bread, slightly toasted
8 slices tomatoes 
8 slices Swiss cheese
Parsley chopped for garnish
Preheat broiler. In bowl, mix flaked walleye, mayo, celery, red onion,
parsley, vinegar, salt and pepper. Spread walleye mixture on slice of
rye bread then place two tomato slices and two slices cheese on
walleye mixture and place on cookie sheet. Put under broiler until
golden brown.

Walleye Melts Recipe

We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats  

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."
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877-AIR-RIDE (247-7433)
www.airwavepedestal.com

Adjustable air chambers enabling you to find
and fine-tune your personal comfort setting

ABYC H-31 Compliant

Reduces back fatigue

Durable

Dependable

Affordable

Compact
(only 10 lbs)

Proudly build
in the USA

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
(SDGFP) needs your help! Currently SDGFP
is conducting a Blue Sucker pilot project to
help learn more about the distribution and
movements of Blue Sucker populations
within South Dakota's Missouri River
reservoirs.  

SDGFP asks that Blue Suckers caught
during this spring, summer or fall from
Lakes Sharpe, Francis Case or Lewis and
Clark be kept and dropped off whole at one

of the SDGFP offices.  SDGFP appreciates
your help in this effort.  

This study will help to learn more about
Blue Suckers, guide management, and
effective restoration strategies. 

This sucker is easily recognized by its
elongate and slender shape, long dorsal fin,
bumpy lips, and slate-blue coloration.

If you have specific questions you can
contact Chelsey Pasbrig, SDGFP Aquatic
Biologist at 605-773-2743.

Suckers Wanted!

Fish Stories Told Here!
Do you have a whopper of a story? How about a whopper in a photo?  SDWU members…please send me your fish stories and fish

photos to share in future newsletters.  Include just a few lines about the weight and length of the fish, a bit about how you caught it
and where, and of course your name and anyone else who is in the photo(s).  E-mail me at:  nancyandersonsmith@yahoo.com. Thanks!
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Courtesy SD GF&P
The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks

(GFP) Commission finalized several rules at
their March 6, 2015, meeting to prevent the
introduction and slow the spread of existing
aquatic invasive species in the state. These
new rules are not effective until 20 days
after filed with the Secretary of State's
Office.

We will continue to keep customers
informed as the rules move through the
process.

We will also be launching a new website
with updated information as well as an
educational awareness campaign as we
move into April.

NEW RULES
Boaters and anglers are required to

open or remove all drain plugs or similar
devices; except when in the boat ramp
parking lot or when the boat is being
launched or loaded. A boat may have these
devices closed or in place while in route to
a fish cleaning station that is immediately
adjacent to where the boat was loaded, but
they must be opened or removed before
leaving the fish cleaning station.

What this means: Plugs have to be
pulled when a boat is not on the water.
Boaters and anglers may keep fish or bait in
a livewell while transporting the boat from
the water body to the cleaning station, but
have to pull the plugs before they leave the
cleaning station. The cleaning station has to
be immediately associated with the boat
ramp (they cannot load at one ramp and
drive 10 miles to get to a cleaning station).

If there is no cleaning station immediately
adjacent, then the plugs need to be pulled
when leaving the boat ramp parking lot.

Bait and fish may not be transported in
water taken from a lake, river or stream. Bait
may be transported in water taken from a
lake, river or stream only while in route to a
fish cleaning station that is located
immediately adjacent to the lake, river or
stream, but must be drained prior to
leaving the fish cleaning station.

What this means: If anglers wish to
transport their aquatic bait and fish in water,
they can only be transported in domestic
water (tap water, well water, bottled water,
ice). However, when leaving a water body,
boaters and shore anglers can wait until
they reach an immediately adjacent fish

Continued on Back Page

Aquatic Invasive Species New Laws and Information



Thank you for supporting SD Walleyes Unlimited!
Thank you for becoming a valuable SDWU member!

Your continued support will allow SDWU to accomplish its goals. 
Our membership year runs from April 1 to March 31. 

Members receive quarterly newsletters. Our annual membership fee is only $25.00. 
PLEASE PRINT – we need your current mailing address, so you receive our newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

New Member ________     Renewing Member ________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________       ____________________________       ____________________________

Annual membership: ______ @ $25.00 Total remitted: $___________

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited (SDWU).

Send checks to: SDWU, Membership Coordinator, PO Box 89514, Sioux Falls, SD 57109

If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please indicate where your interests lie.

Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member Fishing Tournament _______,

Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly meetings) ______, 

Other ________________________________

MISSION STATEMENT: SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to 
preserving, protecting, and improving fisheries in the state of South Dakota.  We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education, conservation,
activism, and fiscal responsibility to ensure opportunity, access and habitat for anglers of all
ability levels. 

SDWU is recognized by the IRS as a public charity under IRC Sec. 501(c)(3).
Your membership fee is tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Webpage sdwalleyesunlimited.org  Email info@sdwalleyesunlimited.org
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All SDWU Members

In an effort to become a better organization and to give 

all members a voice, SDWU encourages you to utilize the 

website www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org. Many of us are 

unable to make the monthly meetings because of 

commitments or geography. The website will allow 

you to voice your thoughts and to keep up with 

the current events of your local chapter. 

Continued from Page 14
cleaning station to put their bait in
domestic water.

Example: They can dump out the lake
water and fill their bait bucket with water
from the cleaning station or with domestic
water they brought with them. If there is no
cleaning station immediately adjacent then
the water needs to be changed to domestic
water at the water body. They can bring
water from a hydrant to the shore and then
change the water, however, they cannot
take bait in lake water to a hydrant and then
change the water.

TRANSPORTING FISH
Anglers have three options for

transporting whole fish for cleaning at
home or at a cleaning station that is not
immediately adjacent to the boat ramp.

In a container (not a part of the boat),
that is filled with domestic water (tap water,
well water, bottled water, ice).

On ice - in a cooler or pull the plug on

their livewell and fill it with ice (plug must
remain out).

Dry - put fish in an empty bucket or pull
the livewell plug before leaving the boat
ramp and let it drain when traveling.

MINNOW USAGE AND TRANSPORT
Bait can only be transported away from

a water body in domestic water (tap water,
well water, bottled water, ice). Boat anglers
can wait until they reach an immediately
adjacent fish cleaning station to put their
bait in domestic water. They can dump out
the lake water and fill their bait bucket up
with water from the cleaning station or
water they brought with them.

A shore angler can do the same if they
are able to access the domestic water
source at a fish cleaning station that is
immediately adjacent or if they bring
domestic water with them.

E-USING MINNOWS
Minnows may be used in multiple lakes

as long as they are transported between
lakes in domestic water. Lake water must be
drained before leaving each lake.

DISPOSING UNUSED MINNOWS
Unused minnows should be poured into

the fish grinder at a cleaning station or
drained and disposed of in the trash
containers at the boat launch or cleaning
areas. It is a violation of state statute to
dump unused minnows into a water body.

NO CLEANING STATION AVAILABLE
If there is not a cleaning station at the

site where anglers are fishing, drain plugs
must be opened and bait containers must
be free of lake water before leaving the
boat launch area.

All bait containers must be free of lake
water before leaving the water body where
they are fishing or the immediately adjacent
fish cleaning station.

Aquatic Invasive Species New Laws and Information

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SDWU!


