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Central SD Chapter President’s News
Bret Afdahl, President

Central South Dakota Kids Fishing
Weekend – June 7-9, 2013 at Lake Sharpe!
Do you want to introduce children to the
wonders and enjoyment of fishing? Take
advantage of the South Dakota Kids Fishing
Weekend at Lake Sharpe on June 7-9, 2013.
This event is open to children ranging from K
– 12. Each child fishes one day for three
hours with a professional fisherman, guide or
experienced parent. All boats, equipment
and bait are provided for each child.

June 7-9, 2013 brings the second annual
Kid’s Fishing Weekend to Downs Marina in
Pierre. This is a unique event and a
collaborative effort between fishing
enthusiasts, Game Fish and Parks and
sponsors from across South Dakota. A
complete list of sponsors can be found at
the following link: http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-
boating/kids-fishing-weekend/. As you
would expect, the Central SD Chapter of
SDWU was involved last year and will be
again this year.

The goal of this event is simple - get kids
out on the water. The format for this event is
equally simple - pair less experienced
anglers with others that can show them how
to fish. On Friday evening, every youth

participant will be given some gear and be
introduced to his or her “guide” for the next
day. On Saturday, local anglers will take at
least 2 kids per boat out on the water for 3
hours of fishing on Lake Sharpe. In addition
to boaters, at least 1 additional adult
volunteer will go out in each boat to help
bait hooks, net fish, and otherwise ensure
that the kids have a great time. Last year
over 120 kids participated with more
expected for this year.

If you know of any kids that otherwise
would not have the opportunity to fish from
a boat on the Missouri River, please sign
them up. A flyer and sign-up sheet are
included in this edition of the SDWU
newsletter or the sign-up form can be found
at the following link: http://gfp.sd.gov/
fishing-boating/kids-fishing-weekend/

With the expectation that this event will
be larger than it was last year, there will be a
need for additional anglers willing to put
their boat in the water and take kids on the
water. If you are interested in helping with
this event, please contact Ken Steiner at:
ken@capitalmotorsllc.com or SD GF&P at:
wildinfo@state.sd.us.

Thank you and good luck this spring on
the water!

Lee Jensen, Membership Coordinator
March 31 was the end of the South

Dakota Walleyes Unlimited
membership year. If you have not
renewed, please use the enclosed
envelope to send in the $25
membership for 2013.

Your membership is important.
Why?

• Your membership is your voice on
issues important to our sport.

• SDWU is the largest organized
fishing group in the State of South
Dakota.

• All monies raised stay within our
borders.

• SDWU is actively involved with state
and local GF&P’s.

• SDWU contributes to
o Provide and improve public

access

o Lakes and river projects
o Scholarships in Fisheries and

Wildlife Science at SDSU
• SDWU sponsors youth to Bob

Marshall Camp
• SDWU hosts

o Kids Fishing Days
o Miracle Kid’s Network

• SDWU is your opportunity to have
strength in numbers.

• SDWU helps to accomplish common
interest goals and objectives that are
important to the State of South
Dakota.

As you can see, your membership
does make a difference!

If you have already renewed, please
hand the membership envelope to a
fishing buddy and ask him to join.

Thanks for your support!

Remember to Renew Your
SDWU Membership
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Jeff Decker, President
As we prepare for spring and a flurry of

activities that SDWU gets involved with, I
must first recap a very major event that
recently took place in South Dakota, an
event that had the potential of privatizing
over 150 bodies of water.

Endangered Waters
This is the scenario that played out the

past few months in South Dakota. HB1135
spurred a lot of emotional debate and
delivered many who would typically remain
neutral into political discussion(s). I would
never have imagined that water as a public
asset and accessed legally could somehow
be privatized.

HB1135 was positioned to put access to
meandering water off-limits to
sportsmen/women. What this meant was
that even though you entered water via a
public access or right-of-way, you would
have been considered to be trespassing if
you ventured over flooded private ground
in your boat or your fishing equipment
came into contact with the land under the
water.

It is a bit more detailed than what I have

just explained here, but that is a nutshell
capsule.

HB1135 brought out the best of many
sporting groups in South Dakota in
opposition to this Bill. Opponents emerged
from our local Sioux Empire Chapter of
Walleyes Unlimited, from 29-90 Sportsmen
Club, from Chris Hesla of SD Wildlife
Foundation (SDWF), lobbyist for sporting
groups in South Dakota. These groups
encouraged an email blitz to state
legislators in opposition of HB1135. Even
Ted Takasaki, outdoor columnist for the
Argus Leader, spoke passionately in
opposition to this Bill in his column.

Knowing that this battle will arise again
in 2014, Jeff Vonk, Secretary of SD GF&P
has pledged to work with the initiators of
this Bill so that an amicable resolution can
be achieved in the not-too-distant future.

Sioux Empire Chapter Banquet
The Sioux Empire Chapter Banquet

scheduled for April 6, 2013 at the Crooks
Gun Club, is, once again, a sold-out event.
Mark Mattison, as the Banquet Chairman,
and a host of behind-the-scenes volunteers
make this is an incredible event.

Mark has expressed interest in passing
his role onto a new banquet chairman. Mark
has emphatically stated that he will
continue a leadership role and work closely
with whomever maybe interested in
assuming this role.

Other Sioux Empire Chapter Events
Sioux Empire Chapter events abound as

spring kicks into gear. These events are all
geared toward family enjoyment ranging
from Sports Show events, Kids Fishing
Days, or the SDWU Fishing tournament.
Bring your kids. Bring yourself. Become part
of the activities.

Walleyes Unlimited offers so much to all,
members and nonmembers alike. Whether
you seek individual or group activities, or
desire to gain additional knowledge for
improving your fishing skills, trust me,
Walleyes Unlimited has within its
membership some of the best
fisherwomen/men in the State of South
Dakota. If you are simply looking to expand
your group of like-minded friends, Walleyes
Unlimited has what you are looking for.

Have a great spring and thank you for
being a member of SDWU.

Sioux Empire Chapter President’s News

Sioux Empire Chapter Kids Day
Jeff Decker

The Sioux Empire Chapter of South
Dakota Walleyes Unlimited will host Kids
Day fishing on Sunday, June 23, 2013. The
event, held at the Brandon Quarry, will run
from noon until 4 pm. Walleyes Unlimited
will provide rods and reels for those kids
who do not bring their own equipment. Bait

will be provided. Lunch of hot dogs, chips,
water and soda will also be supplied.

Volunteers will be needed to help with
the event. We will also be asking some of
our SDWU knowledgeable members to
provide assistance to kids while they fish.
Remember, these kids and their parents
may be this organization’s future.

Please visit our web site for updates and
past Kids Day fishing events.
www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org.

If you have any questions, please call
Jason Juhnke (605-505-0597) or Nicole
Juhnke (605-770-9112).
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Rapid City Area Chapter President’s News
Michael Johnson, President

The 2013 annual convention took place in
January in Deadwood, SD with the Rapid City
Area Chapter as the host chapter. The state
board meeting was very productive with
many members electing to participate in the
business portion of the weekend. Topics
discussed included Aquatic Nuisances, the
SDSU Scholarship program, SDWF Lobbying
efforts, and both attracting and retaining
members. Chris Hesla from the SDWF made
a dramatic presentation about water rights
legislation that could severely affect outdoor
enthusiasts. While the legislation has since
been tabled, the issue is by no means
defeated.

Money to cover door prizes was
generously donated by the Sioux Empire
Chapter, by local dentist and SDWU member
Jeff Olson, Riddles Jewelry, and Running’s of
Rapid City. Prizes were given away at each

seminar and at the dinner preceding the
entertainment.

The presentations from SDSU were
outstanding. Dr. David Willis recommended
the three young people who made the trek
from Brookings to Deadwood. Those in
attendance unanimously agreed they were
very informative and their topics relevant.

The keynote speaker was Jason Mitchell.
Jason has wanted to film an episode for
“Jason Mitchell Outdoors” in the Black Hills,
and capitalized on his trip to Western SD to
do just that. Before coming to the
convention, he filmed a feature about ice
fishing for Lake Trout at Pactola Lake. His
insights about how to increase your odds for
catching a large, trophy walleye were
accurate and humbling. It all comes down to
time spent on the water, but he shared some
valuable information that makes perfect
sense when you put it all into context. Those

of us who participated were grateful for the
opportunity to expand our knowledge.

The meals were excellent and the
Deadwood Gulch staff was very
accommodating hosts. I cannot comment
about the entertainment because I cannot be
objective; however, I will say that the
comments I heard afterward were very
favorable. And the highlight of the evening
festivities was definitely the tribute provided
by the “Woodshredders” to Sioux Empire
Chapter President, Jeff Decker. Thanks, Jeff,
for being such a good sport.

Thanks to everyone who attended the
2013 Convention, and to Denny Bohls for
making arrangements with the Deadwood
Gulch. A special thanks to our presenters:
FOX TV Host Jason Mitchell, graduate
student Jason Breeggemann, graduate
student Andrew Carlson, and SDSU faculty
member Dr. Melissa Wuellner.

GET-A-WAY LODGE
Come join us at the Waubay Get-A-Way
Lodge for hunting, fishing and relaxing!

The Waubay Get-A-Way Lodge
by the day, week or longer

We offer great rates and many
features worth taking a look at.
Ask about our Winter Rates!

Our web site: www.waubaygetaway.com

Get-A-Way Lodge
Please contact:

108 S. 3rd Ave. • Waubay, SD
cdose@sio.midco.net

Len Dose • 605-339-9557

Len’s is a premier builder of awnings & canvas products offering:
• An individual consultation to find out what your needs are and to answer any

questions that you may have.
• No cost estimate for all your boat cover and boat upholstery needs.
• Repairs of all your canvas needs including boat covers, tents and ice shacks.

GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE
1511 E. 63rd St. N. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-336-3768 • Fax: 605-336-3573
Email: info@lensawningcanvas.com • www.lensawningcanvas.com

Jeff Decker
Sales Engineer

Division of Industrial Technologies

Office: 402-330-5831 10301 South 152nd Street
Mobile: 402-980-3129 Omaha, NE 68138 USA
Toll Free: 800-422-4247 jeffrey.decker@irco.com

Total Air Systems • Rotary Screw/Reciprocating Compressors
Air Dryers
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Michael Johnson
The Black Hills Anglers (BHA) is a

fishing club that has been around the
Rapid City Area for probably close to 20
years. Members of this group founded
the Adopt a Creek program and continue
to sponsor competitive events for boat
and ice anglers.

One of these events is the Spring
Angostura Classic which takes place in
late April at Angostura Reservoir near
Hot Springs. Participants have to be
hardy and dedicated for this two-day
event since the weather in Western SD
this time of year can be harsh and
unpredictable.

What makes this event so special is
the catch and release format that the

BHA pioneered in SD. By cooperating
with the SDGF&P they have initiated a
paper tournament where anglers keep
their catch in captivity for as brief a
period as possible. This promotes a very
low mortality rate for the walleye caught
in this tournament.

Two-person teams can only have 3 fish
in their possession at a time, and of
these, only 2 can be over 20” in length.
When they have caught this reduced
limit, they race to a weigh station where
the length is converted to a weight
following a standardized scale. The fish
are then immediately released by
tournament officials which allows the
anglers to continue catching fish. Anglers
can weigh up to 10 fish daily, but only 6 of

them will be counted. All of the angler’s
catch can be over 20” because they
continually release these protected
walleye back to the fishery.

It is an exciting tournament, and one
that the RCAC has supported for several
years. This year we sweetened the pot by
sponsoring a $100 prize to whoever
catches the biggest fish for the 2-day
event. The “catch” is that the prize
winner must be a member of SDWU to
collect. If a nonmember has the largest
fish, the prize will go to the next largest
fish caught by a SDWU member. We are
excited to expand our participation in
this event because of the BHA’s
dedication to conservation.

RCAC Sponsors “Big Fish” Prize for Black Hills Anglers

Auto l Home l Life l Business l College l Retirement

I make
insurance simple.SM

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+ *, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services M083-ML-BC (2-12)

Rocky Niewenhuis
285 Main Street

Corsica, SD 57328
800-572-6752

“GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE”
(605) 224-5546 www.pierresportscenter.com

1440 N. Garfield Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

2012 Ranger Boat Dealer of the Year!
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Used Line Receptacle Program
Expands to Retailers
Michael Johnson

The RCAC Used Line Receptacle
project that was originally completed with
Boy Scout Troop 72 recently was expanded
to include four retail locations. Black Hawk
Marine, Running’s, Scheels and Cabela’s all
agreed to place used line receptacles in
their stores to make anglers aware of the
monofilament recycling program initiated
by Berkely.
Member Ray Barck visited the three stores
and made arrangements for the
partnership. Black Hawk Marine
Representative and SDWU member Dan
Amen volunteered to participate as well
when the discussion was brought up at a
regular monthly business meeting.
This innovative program makes it easy for
consumers to keep monofilament line out
of our waters and landfills. Please
remember the next time you visit these
participating retailers to thank someone for

their cooperation and concern for our
environment.

Pro-actively Battling
Aquatic Nuisance
Jeff Decker

Sioux Empire Chapter has approved
a financial contribution of $1,500 towards
a new portable wash station that will be
used in the fight against aquatic nuisance
species. This contribution promotes our
mission statement of “preserving,
protecting and improving all fisheries
within the state of South Dakota.”

This new station will be managed
and operated by the State GF&P and
be positioned at various public boat
landings. The intent will be to spray
and clean the underside of boats and
trailers prior to entering the water in an
effort to slow down the spread of
unwanted species.

Being aware of what is in your bait
bucket and making sure that there are
no unwanted hitchhikers on your boat
and trailer are ways to help fight the
spread of these harmful species.

Your membership does make a
difference. Thank you!

SCHEELS 
FISH FEST

Register to WIN A 
FISHING PACKAGE 
valued over $400!
Friday, May 17: Noon-8pm
Saturday, May 18: 9am-7pm
Sunday, May 19: 10am-4pm

SIOUX FALLS SCHEELS 

VISIT SCHEELS.COM/EVENTS FOR OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY
17 
18
19

FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

BOATS BY
Dan O’s Marine Parks Marina Inc

CAMPERS BY
Tebbens Campers

Amazing Kettle Corn

Interstate Batteries
Crank Caddy
Hippy’s Bleeder Chains
Cedar Shore Resort
GFP
NB Golf Cars

Walleyes Unlimited SD
SD State Travel Fish 

Aquarium
Lees Meats and 

Sausages

EVENTS PRESENTS
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2013 Calendar of Events
RCAC =Rapid City Area Chapter SEAC = Sioux Empire Area Chapter CSDC = Central SD Chapter

CHAPTER DATE EVENT INFORMATION

SEAC April 6, 2013 Sioux Empire Chapter Banquet Crooks Gun Club
CSDC 3rd week April 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC April 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
RCAC April 21, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus West, 7 PM
SEAC April 17-22, 2013 SD Walleyes Unlimited Cabela’s, Mitchell, SD

Cabela’s Discount Days Must present your SDWU membership
card to receive discounts

RCAC Late April 2013 Spring Angostura Classic Angostura Reservoir
CSDC 3rd week May 2013 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)
RCAC May 19, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus West, 7 PM
SEAC May 21, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC June 7-9, 2013 SD Kids Fishing Weekend Lake Sharpe
RCAC June 16, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus West, 7 PM
SEAC June 18, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC June 23, 2013 Sioux Empire Chapter Kids Day Brandon Quarry
CSDC 3rd week June 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC July 13, 2013 Sioux Empire Chapter Platte Creek

Walleye Fishing Tournament
CSDC 3rd week July 2013 (date TBD) Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM
SEAC July 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week August 2013 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)
SEAC August 21, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week September 2013 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)
SEAC September 18, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC October 15, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
SEAC November 19, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week November 2012 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)
SEAC December 17, 2013 Chapter Meeting Outdoor Campus East, 7 PM
CSDC 3rd week December 2013 Chapter Meeting Ramkota River Centre Lounge, 7 PM

(date TBD)



Tournament will be a one-day event scheduled for July 13, 2013 out of Platte Creek.
July 14, 2013 will be bad weather day. There will be a limit of 50 teams. One team member 
must be a current member of SD Walleyes Unlimited.

There will be a supper buffet at 5:30 pm on July 13 at the Platte Creek Store for all
participants. The meal (sandwiches and salads) is included in the entry fee. 

The entry fee will be $60.00 per 2-person team. Any team that has more than two members
will pay an extra $10.00 per extra team member. Applications must be received by July 1, 
2013. No applications will be accepted after July 1, 2013.

Submit your completed application along with your check or money order to South Dakota 
Walleyes Unlimited, PO Box 89514, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9514.

Fishing hours will be from 7 am to 4 pm. The rules meeting will be at 6:45 am at the boat dock. 

This will be a 100% payback tournament (less cost of supper). 
 

Return Application and Payment to
South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited 

PO Box 89514 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9514 

Call Woody Tiggelaar at (605) 351-7412 with any questions.

Application for Sioux Empire Walleyes Unlimited Tournament

Please Print Legibly!

Member’s Name ___________________________________________

Partner’s Name ____________________________________________

Extra Partner’s Name _______________________________________

Member’s Home Phone ______________________________________

Member’s Work/Cell Phone __________________________________

South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited Page 7
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Tony Dean’s Acres Memorial
This article is excerpted from the January,
2013 Project Update newsletter published
by the Tony Dean’s Acres Steering
Committee.

Tony Dean’s Legacy Continues
On behalf of the Tony Dean Acres

Memorial Committee, the family of Tony
and Dar and the South Dakota Parks and
Wildlife Foundation, we extend a sincere
thank you for your contributions and strong
support for the Tony Dean’s Acres Memorial
Project.

In the four years since Tony’s untimely
death in October of 2008, a group of his
family, friends and colleagues have been
working hard to continue his legacy of
conserving wildlife habitats, promoting
public access and carrying on his and Dar’s
commitment to outdoor education for our
youth.

With this newsletter, we aim to update
you on what we have accomplished to date
on both the Tony Dean’s Acres land
acquisition efforts and the Tony and Dar
Dean Outdoor Education Fund project.

Fundraising Started in 2009
State and National Partners Promise to
Match Funds Raised by the Committee

Our goals for fund raising began in early
2009 and we gathered a truly outstanding
group of partners who worked with us to
commit matching funds from their respective
organizations IF the Tony Dean Memorial
Committee could raise our own core funds
of $106,000 for land acquisition AND $25,000
for the Outdoor Education Fund.

Those partners include:
• South Dakota Parks and Wildlife

Foundation l South Dakota Bass
Federation

• Ducks Unlimited l The Nature
Conservancy

• Pheasants Forever l Lake County Pro
Pheasants

• National Wild Turkey Federation l U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service

• Walleyes Unlimited l South Dakota
Game, Fish & Parks

Our Committee, along with the help of a
lot of other volunteers, accomplished these
fundraising goals for the Memorial in the

spring of 2011.
Since then, we have been working with

matching funds from our partners as well as
a significant North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant to
acquire tracts of land suitable for
management, public access and outdoor
recreation. We continue to solicit additional
contributions for both land acquisition and
outdoor education. Also, it is very
important to note that every dollar you
contributed has been matched at an
average rate of $3 to $1, so every dollar
you’ve donated has been worth at least
three more in the overall Project.

The land acquisition component of the
Project is composed of two separate parts.

• A “federal” side, where we work with
North American Wetlands Conservation
Act (NAWCA) grant funding, Federal
Duck Stamp dollars and the U.S. Fish &
Wild¬life Service to purchase lands
adjacent to existing federal Waterfowl
Production Areas (WPAs) in central and
eastern South Dakota.

• And a “state” side where we work with

Soo Sports Has Moved to Our New Building & Location
7700 S. Minnesota Ave. (85th & Minnesota) Sioux Falls, SD

See Us for Your Top Quality
Walleye Rig

“Selling Fishing for 40 Years” 605-339-0947
www.soosport.com

We Support SD Walleyes Unlimited

Cabela’s Discount Days
Do you know where your SD Walleyes Unlimited membership card might be? If you don’t, take the
time to find it before mid-April. Cabela Discount Days are scheduled for April 17 – 22, 2013 at the
Mitchell, SD Cabela’s store. You must present your membership card to the Cabela’s customer
service team to receive discounts ranging from 5% to 25%.
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the South Dakota Department of Game,
Fish & Parks to acquire lands near State
Game Production Areas (GPAs).

This is a summary of the land purchased
so far in South Dakota.

Zdenek Property This property is 199
acres of farmland, grassland, trees and two
ponds that had been operated as a farm
and gravel pit operation. The fishing ponds
will be managed year-round for panfish by
GF&P. The land is located two miles
northeast of Tabor, South Dakota in Bon
Homme County. The area was approved for
purchase at fair market value of $500,000
after significant public support for the
acquisition was received.

MacKenzie WPA Located in McCook
County, we recently closed on this 123.3
acre parcel that abuts the MacKenzie WPA.
It was appraised at $445,000.

Wise/Becker WPA This 25 acre

roundout is located in Minnehaha County
and appraised for $91,000. It increases the
size and the productivity of the current WPA.

Voelker I WPA A 26.5 acre roundout to
the current Voelker/WPA was purchased at
a cost of $112,000. We also had several
local partners on this acquisition, including
the Sioux Falls Chapter of the Izaak Walton
League of America.

Boomsma WPA This 40 acre roundout is
located in Hand County and it appraised at
$48,000 – a great addition to the popular
Boomsma WPA.

Outdoor Education Grants
Now in Our Third Year of Funding Events
Which Teach Youth About Conservation
and the Outdoors

In 2011, we announced the first
opportunity to apply for funds from the new
Tony and Dar Dean Outdoor Education
Small Grants Program. This provides

funding for youth conservation and outdoor
educational programs and events across
the state.

These small grants are intended to
provide resources and support to
individuals and/or organizations providing
quality outdoor educational experiences.
The grants can be used in a variety of ways,
including, but not limited to:
• funding travel for students or groups to

educational events
• providing supplies and materials to

promote outdoor knowledge and skills
• creating new activities and events that

increase outdoor knowledge and
participation among South Dakota
families and our youth

For further information on the Tony
Dean Acres Memorial, visit
www.parkswildlifefoundation.org or email
Info@TonyDeansAcres.com.

We Feature:
• Skeeter Boats

• Alumacraft Boats
• Larson Boats

• Premier Pontoons
• Hunter Sailboats
• WarEagle Boats

• Yamaha, Mercury/Mercruiser,
Suzuki, Tohatsu

We Put Customer Service First

Offering Service, Storage and Accessories for All Makes and Models!

1907 18th Street (Hwy. 9 & 71) • Spirit Lake, IA 51360
www.greatlakesmarineservice.biz

1-866-936-3822 • Fax: 712-336-9444

Choose your fun... Choose your boat... Choose – "The perfect match.
Skeeter performance and

Yamaha muscle."

Complete Auto & Boat Detailing
FREE Pick up and Delivery

10% Discount
for Walleye Unlimited Members

Call Dave
201 N. Harlem Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605/336-9575
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GFP
The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service has released a landmark

publication celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Program, the cornerstone of fish and
wildlife conservation in North America.

This vital program provides more than $700 million each year
through the sale of hunting and fishing equipment to support
habitat conservation and outdoor recreation projects across the
nation.

“All Americans, whether or not they hunt or fish, benefit
from this program. There’s a good chance that the trail they
hike, the park where they watch birds, and the wildlife they see
every day wouldn’t exist without the funding provided by
hunters and anglers,” said Assistant Director Hannibal Bolton,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “In addition to providing
conservation benefits, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration funds
– along with revenue from state fishing and hunting licenses –
support local economies and generate thousands of jobs.”

Since its inception in 1937, the Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration program has generated more than $14 billion,
which state fish and wildlife agencies use to purchase public
land, improve essential wildlife habitat and create additional
outdoor opportunities for everyone. It is funded through an
excise tax on hunting- and shooting-related merchandise,
fishing supplies and boat fuel. In 2011, hunters, anglers and
wildlife watchers spent $145 billion on related gear, trips and
other purchases such as licenses, tags, land leases and
ownership.

South Dakota citizens have benefited from these federal
funds on several recent projects.
• Work on The Outdoor Campus in Rapid City
• The Brookings Nature Park, which includes hiking and biking

trails, an urban fishery, and a nature center
• Development work on the Hill Game Production Area

development in Fall River County
• Medicine Knoll Game Production Area, development of the

“Blunt Reservoir Project” into wildlife habitat and public
hunting area

“The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program has been
instrumental over the years in helping our agency meet our
mission of managing our state’s fish and wildlife,” South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks’ Wildlife Division Director Tony Leif said.
“This level of secure funding is essential as we do our long term
planning for future management needs. This publication
provides excellent background to help our citizens appreciate
the importance of this program and funding source.”

Publication Celebrates Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Program
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DakotaDakota PropsProps

1935 E. 60th St. N.
1/2 mi. E. of N. Cliff
Ave. & 60th St. N.

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Don Lewis
605-334-6113

Professional Boat Propeller
Repair & New Sales
Repair Broken Skegs

Steel & Aluminum
Welding on Your Boat,
Dock or Lift

Lake Trout Record Falls
GFP

RAPID CITY, SD – A new state record
lake trout was caught from Pactola
Reservoir on January 23 by Aaron Jones of
Rapid City.

Weighing in at 30 pounds even, the
record lake trout surpassed the previous
record, held by Steve Matheny, by more
than a pound. Jones’ lake trout measured
an impressive 41 inches in length with a 24
½ inch girth.

Lake trout are a non-native trout species

present in the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Stocking records indicate the first lake trout
stocking in South Dakota occurred in Belle
Fourche Reservoir in 1914 with subsequent
stockings in various locations throughout
western South Dakota over the next few
decades.

Beginning in 1972, lake trout were
stocked in Lake Oahe on the Missouri River
system on an almost annual basis until 1985.
During that time, the first recorded stocking
occurred in Pactola Reservoir with stockings

in 1977 and 1978 additional stockings in
2003 and 2005.

For a fish to qualify as a state record, the
angler must get the fish weighed on a
certified scale (available at many local
grocery stores), have the species verified by
a fisheries biologist or ichthyologist, and fill
out a form that can be found at
http://gfp.sd.gov/fishing-boating/state-
fish-records-list.aspx.

Fishing is much more than fish.
It is the great occasion when we may return to the fine simplicity of our forefathers.

– Herbert Hoover
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HuntSafe Classes at Outdoor Campus West
The upcoming HuntSafe Classes will be:

April - 2nd week and 4th week
August - 2nd week and 4th week
September - 2nd week

Each class is held on the Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday nights of these
weeks.

These dates have periodically been
changed over the years. For consistency
and predictability, we’ve established
standard dates for all of these courses
beginning 2013. The HuntSAFE classes will
be held during the same weeks every year.
HuntSAFE courses are designed for
persons age 12 through 15. Persons who
are 11 may participate, but will not be

issued a Hunter Safety certification card
until their 12th birthday unless the card is
clearly marked that the card is not valid until
the person's 12th birthday. Adults are also
welcome and invited to attend.

Exception: If a student's 12th birthday
falls on or between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31,
he/she may be issued a card and is eligible
to obtain a license and hunt beginning
Sept. 1 of that year.

There are three primary objectives for
the courses:
1. To teach safe handling of firearms in the

home as well as in the field.
2. To develop safe, responsible and

knowledgeable hunters who are aware

of our hunting heritage and who
understand the hunter's role and
relationship with the wildlife and the
land.

3. To certify persons under the age of 16,
making them eligible to apply for
hunting licenses.

If you have questions about courses or
your certification card, please contact us.
GFP-HuntSAFE Coordinator
20641 SD Hwy 1806
Fort Pierre, SD 57532
605.223.7700
Email: Wildinfo@state.sd.us

Don’t Forget! Cabela’s Discount Days
Do you know where your SD Walleyes Unlimited membership card might be? If you don’t, take the
time to find it before mid-April. Cabela Discount Days are scheduled for April 17 – 22, 2013 at the
Mitchell, SD Cabela’s store. You must present your membership card to the Cabela’s customer
service team to receive discounts ranging from 5% to 25%.

It is not the critic who counts, not the person who points out how the strong person stumbles or where the doer
of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the person who is actually in the arena, whose face is
marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and again,
because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great
devotions, who spends themself for a worthy cause; who, at the best, knows in the end the triumph of high
achievement, and who, at the worst, if they fail, at least they fail while daring greatly, so that their place shall

never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat. — Theodore Roosevelt



Thank you for supporting SD Walleyes Unlimited!
Thank you for being a valuable SDWU member! It is time to renew your annual SDWU membership.
Your continued support allows SDWU to accomplish its goals. Our membership year runs from April 1 to
March 31. Members receive quarterly newsletters and other benefits. Our annual membership fee is only
$25.00. PLEASE PRINT – we need your current mailing address, so you receive our newsletter.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone # __________________________________ E-mail address ____________________________________

Names of family members (spouse & children under 18) wishing to have membership cards:

____________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________

Annual membership: (includes entire family) ______ @ $25.00 $ ________

Total remitted: $________

SDWU is recognized by the IRS as a public charity under IRC Sec. 501(c)(3).
Your membership fee is tax deductible as a charitable contribution

Please make checks payable to: South Dakota Walleyes Unlimited.

Send checks to: SDWU OR SDWU OR SDWU
PO Box 89514 PO Box 9574 PO Box 655
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9515 Rapid City, SD 57709 Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Thanks again for your support! If you are interested in active participation in our organization, please

indicate where your interests lie. Annual Banquet_______, Kids Fishing Day_______, Annual Member

Fishing Tournament _______, Program Committee (help arrange guest speakers etc. for monthly

meetings) ______, Other _________________

MISSION STATEMENT: SDWU is a statewide membership driven organization dedicated to
preserving, protecting, and improving fisheries in the state of South Dakota. We are committed
to promoting the sport of fishing and outdoor activities through education, conservation,
activism, and fiscal responsibility to ensure opportunity, access and habitat for anglers of all
ability levels.
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All SDWU Members
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